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and advice sought from the Parliamentary
Dranghtsman on the subjeet. Under the
Third Schedule, when an employment
broker’s license was transferred. it was
transterred from the day of transfer to
the firset day of the monih following the
next quarterly licensing meeting for the
district.  Going baek to Clavse 7 of the
Bill, it would be found that a persun who
desired (o obtain a license under the Jill
had 1o wive 14 days’ notice of his inten-
tion to apply for a certifificate; so that if
a person were to apply for a transfer of
that license, say 10 davs bhefore the licens-
ing meeting, and the (ransfers were only
made operafive until lhe firsi day of the
month following the next quarterly licens-
ing weeting. he wight be three months
withont a license. [f the Parliamentary
Draughtsinan’s aiientinon were directed to
this, he would probably draft another
clause stating that if it should not be
practicable to go to the next weeting of
the justices, the applieant should go to
the next praeticable meeting at which sueh
application vould he made.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
matter would he hrought under the notice
of the Parliamentary Dreanghtsman and if
necessary the Bill coub’ he re-committed
for {he purpose of makinz the suggested
amendment.

Question put and - ed;
adopted.

the report

ADJOURNMEXT — BILLS BEFORE
THE HOUSE.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: I in-
tend to move that the House at its rising
adjourn mntil Tuesday, 14th September.
I would like to remind hon. members of
the desirability of then going right on
with the Health Bill. It is rather a big
Bill. and if is necessary that it should get
up to another place in good time.

Hon. G. Randell: Does it contain any
amendinents on the Bill of last year?

The CCOLONTAL SECRETARY : There
are a few which T mentioned vesterday.
I may also say {hat if possible I will in
the meautime have the Municipal Corpora-
tinns Act Amendment Bill distributed to
members.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Is it a big Bill?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: No;
merely half a dozen amendments, T will
hiave it distributed in the interval.

Hon, Al L. Moss: Ts it dealing with the
rating elavses?

The COLONIAL SFCRETARY: Yes,
it does deal with those elanses. T move—

That the House at ils rising adjourn
unfil Tuesduy, 14th instant.
Question put and passed.

Houge adjourned at 1.54 pon.

Pegislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 1st September, 1509,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTELD.

By the Premier: 1, Regulations un-
der the Industrial Coneiliation and Arbi-
lration Aet. 2, Amended part Regula-
tion No. 59. 3, Amended Regulation No.
117 of the Fremantle Harbour Trust.
4, Amended Regulations made under the
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Pharmaey and Poisons Act. d, By-laws
passed by the Municipalities of Northam
and York.

B L=AGRICCLTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMTENT.
Messape.
Message from the Covernor rereived
and read recommending the Bill.

First Readmg.
Rill introduced by the Minisier
Lands, and read a first time.

for

QUESTION—EDUCATION DEPART-
MENT ATTENDANCE MEDALS.
Mr. MeDOWALL asked the Minister

for Education: 1, Has the Education De-

partment discontinued granting medals
for punctual attendance as set forth in

Regulation Ne., 128, 19057 2, Tf not,

why has not Miss Ivy Huntly, of Cool-

gardie, who has attended the State School,

Coolzardie, for a period of six vears

witheul baving missed a solitary day, and

withnut having once heen late, received a

gold plated copper medal in accordance

with the said regulation?

The MINISTER ¥OR EDUCATION
replied: 1. This department has not dis-
continued granting medals, but since Sep-
tember, 1907, the medals have heen of
silver. 2, Miss Huntly will now receive
a silver medal with a gold figure 6 there-
on.  This is being [orwarded to-day,

QUESTION—LAND TRANSFERS.

Mr., BATH asked the Minister for
Lands: 7. Will he reconsider his deter-
mination te coucentrate all transactions
in connection with land transfers to the
Transfer Branch in Perth? 2, If not,
what steps arve heing taken to minimise
the very great inconvenience which will
be eniniled by the new arrangement?

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1. It is impossible to reconsider
the question as all registrations have heen
handed over to the Registrar of Titles.
2, All possible assistance will be rendered
at the various land agencies to minimise
any ineonvenience that may be cansed hy
the change,
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QUESTION POTATO IMPORTA-
TION., SUPERVISION.

Wy, BATH asked (he Minister for
Agviculture: 1, In view of the serious
effeet of the prohibition on the importa-
tion of potatoes in raising the eosi of
living, will the Government so far release
the restrietions as to permit of the im-
portation under Government supervision
of potatoes from clean areas for the pur-
pose of table consumption? 2, Has any
attempt heen made to arrange with the
Gtovernments of the affected States for the
importation of potatoes subject to Gov-
ernment inspection at the ports of ship-
ment and discharge?

The MINISTER TOR AGRICUL-
TURE  replied: 1, Arrangements have

already been made in this direction. 2,

Yes,

QUESTION—JAPANESE COMPETI-
TION.

Mr. BATH asked the Premier: 1, Has
his attenlion been drawn to the serious
menace to the interests of white workers,
such as laundrymen, divers, sailors, stove-
keepers, doctors, lawyers, by the admit-
tance into the eountry of Japanese com-
petitars? 2, If so, what action has he
taken in the malier?

Tle PREMIER seplied: 1, No, but a
prolest was reccived against the admis-
sion of a Japanese doetor. 2. The pro-
test was forwarded to the Commonwealth
authorities and a reply received tu the
effect thal the exemption of three yvears
oficially promised to the Japanese Consnl
General in April last to enable the doctor
to enter salely for the purpose of practis-
ing luis profession at Broome eannot now
be withheld. and will issue subject to the
nualification required by the law of West-
ern instralin heing estabhished at ihg
earliest possible date after his arrival.

OUESTION—RAILWAY CONFER-
ENCES. COST.

Mr. GILL asked the Mimster for Rail-
ways: 1, Whati was the eost to this State
in connection with the conference of
heads of Railway Departments held in

Melbourne early in the prezent vear? 2,
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What was the cost 1o this State in con-
nection with the Railway Commissioners’
Conference held in Melbourne in May of
this year? 3, Does he intend to lay on
the Table uf the House & report of the
proceedings of those two conferences?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAY'S
replied: 1, £135 12s. Gd. 2, £68 7s. 2d.
This amount, as well as that mentioned in
answer fo No. 1, represenis not only the
cost of attending the conference but also
includes special inquiries into various
matters which were made by both heads
of branches and the Commissioner. 3,
It was not intended to make the veport
public, but the Government will give cou-
sideralion to the matter later.

QUESTION—MAIL SERVICE,
SOUTH-EAST COAST.

Mr. HUDSON asked the Premier: 1,
Are the Government paying a snbsidy on
the South-East mail service? 2, Have
any steps heen taken hy the Government
to ascertain whether the mail service is
heing earried out aeccovding to lhe terms
uf the contract, il so, with what vesult?
3, 1f the contraet is not being performed
aceording to its terms, will the Govern-
me.t withhold the payment of the whole
or a poertion of any subsidy?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, Yes. 3,
Yes, The matter is at present the subjeet
of emrrespondence between the Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth and this
Government, 3, Yes.

BILLS (9)—FIRST READING.

1. Legal Practitioners Act Amendment,
troduced by My, Bath.

2. Workers’ Compensation Act Amend-
ment, introdueed by Mr. Hudson.

3. Vaceination Aet Amendment, intro-
duced by Mr. Bolion.

4. Licensed Surveyors, introduced by
the Premier.

3. Abattoirs, introduced by the Min-
i1ster for Lands.

6. Licensing. introduced by the Attor-
ney (ieneral.

7. Opium Smoking Prohibition, intro-
duced by the Attorney General.
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8. Redemption of Armuities, introduced
by the Attorney Cieneral.

9. Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-
age, and Drainage, introdneed by the-
Minister for Works.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Third Day.

Resumed from the previous day.

Me. HEITMANN  {(Cue) 1 When
T asked for the adjonynment last night it
was with the objeet of securing the op-
portunity lo say something on eertain
watters concerning the well-being ot- the
people of this State, and it was also be-
cause 1 objeeted to seeing the debate close-
at that juneture, because I consider that
after about seven months of recess it is.
due to the people of the State as well as
to members of this Chamber that we
should hear something from Ministers
themselves, Some people say that the-
Address-in-Reply is altogether unneces-
sary. That may be so in connection with-
legislativn, hut we have many other things
to diseuss, and the most important, I
think, is the administration of the various
departments. I take it we should hear
something from the Ministers, and partic-
ularly from the Minister for Lands, whose-
policy in connection with the Lands De-
partment it appears to me is changing
almost from week (o week., Also, T think,
we should hear something from the Min-
isier for Mines in regard to the policy in
conneetion with mines, and particularly:
in conneetion with the State battery sys-
tem, because I believe it is again contem-
plated to alter the system of charges in
connection with State batteries, and I
think it is due to tbhis Chamber that we
should hear something from the Minister
for Mines in this divection. T do not in-
tend. like most members, to diseuss mat-
ters in connecltion with the relationship
hetween the Commonwealth and the
States, bul T would like to say in passing
ihat 1 think the puint made by the Leader
of the Oppesition last evening is well
worthy of (he eonsideration of this Cham-
her, and well worthy of consideration hy
a special commission of inquiry, that is
in esuneclion with the sliding scsle, and
ihe difference. if any, in the price of com~
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modities now and before the end of the
peried of the eliding seale. As we know,
‘Western Australia previously had the ad-
vantage of a sliding scale, and thongh we
bave not that advantage now, and though
we pay no duties on most of the stoff
coming into the State, yei we find the
prices to the consumer just the same, and
in some justances higher, T helieve, than
they were when we were paying inter-
State duties, We should try to find out
where the difference is going, whether the
manufacturer or producer is getting the
advantage, or whether the middleman is.
At least it is certain the consumer is get-
ting his produece no eheaper now than
when we were paying inter-State duties.
The first matter on which I wish to make
a few remarks is one that is to me of
even more importance than an abstraet
financial question, and it is one that is
eausing a considerable amount of diseus-
sion at the present time in this State. I
refer to the new policy of the Health De-
partment; and I am afraid that the mem-
bers of this Chamber, and partieularly the
(iovernment, do not realise their responsi-
bilities to the people in this particular
direction; because we find that not only
the present Government, but previcus
Governments, and Governments, 1 sup-
pose, throughout Awstralia from time to
time, the moment they find the finanees
tightening, seck the civil service or de-
partments dealing with the health or the
domestic well heing of the State as the
first things to deal with. The Government
are no different from others. The year be-
fore last we had tne tiien Treasurer bring-
ing down a propossl in connection with
teachers in mnr Fdueation Department,
and this year we find the Department of
Health with a new scheme brought for-
ward in connection with the hospitals.
While 1 agree there 18 some room for
economy in this direction, I feel sure that
the gentleman in rcharge of the adminis-
tratlive portion of the Health Department
is proceeding in the wrong direction when
he sets out to eut down the subsidies to
hospitals.

The Minister for Works:
would yon do to economise?

Mr. HEITMAXXN: What T would do
first of all would bhe to see that the ad-

Then what
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ministrative expenses of the head office
were eut down to the lowest, and T would
at the same time see that there was a little
business acumen shown in the administra-
tion of the department.

The Minister for Works: We have heen
doing that.

Ar. HEITMAXNN: The fact that the
first proposition the Government have is
to deal with the Medical Department,
which affects the poorer people of the
State, proves to me that the Government
do not understand the question. If they
do, well they are purposely avoiding deal-
ing with the guestion as I think they
shonld. Now they say they are giving
too much to the poor of this State; at
least, that is practieally what they say.

The Minister for Works: Oh, no.

Mr. HEITMANN: T admit there is
room for economy. I could show cases
in this department where there has been
an ahsolute waste of money on the part
of the officers in Perth. I can give one
instance that oeeurred last year in con-
nection with the Cue public hospital,
where they were working for some six

months, I believe, short of a nurse.
Instead of making a permanent ap-
pointment at a salary  which I

helicve was £70 per annum. the depart-
ment, which, according lo the Minister
for Works, has some business methads,
sent up during the course of the six
months some four ov five nurses in a
temporary eapacity. Now the expense
of that method can he easily seen; there
were first-class fares and expenses to be
paid, and the temporary nurses werg
paid at {wo or three guineas per week,
whercas a permanent appointment eounld
have heen made at £70—little enough I
know. The exeéuse was that they eould
not get nuwrses. I am sare the depart-
ment eould get nurses if they were pre-
pared tn pay a decent salary. Be that
as it may; T am not going to discuss how
these reforms ean be brought about; but
I am satisfied that the £18.000 which it
is proposed to save by this secheme. or
nearly the whole of it, ecould be saved by
ihe application of businesslike methods
in the department. The Health Depart-
ment for many years past has been sub-
jeeted to more eriticism, T believe, than
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any other department of the State. And
we find now Lhat the first thing the de-
partmeni does to justify its existence—
and 1 believe there is a new gentleman
in charge of the department—is to strike
at the hospitals. The first matter
brought before us is that the State ean
no longer maintain ithe full expense in
eonnectinn with hospitals and generally
with the Health Department. We are told
that it is costing more in Western Aus-
talia than in the other States. I venture
to say that if proper inquiry were made
we would find the hospitals in this
State are eosting less than similar insli-
tutions in any of the Eastern Siates.
Aud the faet that we are going to save
£18.000 from the Treasury, or the faast
that we are spending £18,000 too much
of the Treaswrer’s money on the hospi-
tals, does not prove that we are paviug
toe mueh for the peor and needy, or for
the henlth matters of this State, but [
believe that it ean be proved that the
money is being wasted by the depart-
ment. It is all very fine to quote the
Eastern States, but it is known to every
member of the House that a different
system is in vogue in the Eastern States.
While we find the Easlern States spend-
ing much less on hospitals out of the
Treasury, we find that they have loecal
methods of financing (hese institutions,
and 1 believe there is more spent on the
hespilals in Vietoria than is spent on
the haspitals in Wesiern Australia. As
a matier of faet there is no hospital in
this Siate, including the chief hospital
in Perth, that will compare with the
country-town honspitals in Vietoria. We
have a hospital in Perth (hat, in my
opinion. is an absolute disgrace to the
capital. For vears past the Health De-
partment and the Government have been

prepared to build wing after wing at -

this hospital and to extend in every
direction. knowing full well, as it must
he knawn, that the time will ¢ome in the
near Tufure when this hospital munst be
shifted from the cenire of Perth, At
the present time there is not room far
the patients to walk 20 or 30 vards. TIn-
stead of spending this money, as we have
been spending it on the Perth hospital
for vears pasl. or instead of spending it
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on the Children’s Hospital on the hill,
it would have been much better if a site
had Deen cliosen somewhere out of the
City, say in King’s Park, or some other
suitahle spot, where there would be more
voom for the staff and patients. It
would be mueh better in vears to come.
Now, coming back to what it is going
to cost the State, the faet that we ave
going to save £18,000 does not prove
that we are geing to save it to the people
themselves: but it seems to me that the
geinlleman who brought about this
scheme fails to reecognise the relation-
ghip between the individual and the
State as a whole. It atters not, in 1ay
opinion, whether the money for the up-
keep of the hospitals eomes from the

people through the Treasury or from
the people locally. As a matter of faet,
I prefer thai all imaintenance monaey

should come direct from the Treasury
instead of forcing the boards to go hat
in hand among the people of their dis-
triet, begging. While the Treasnrer is
relieved of £18,000 the people are aot
relieved of that amount, for the altera-
tion in the system merely means the
transfer of the obligation of eollection
from the Treasurer v private indivi-
duals, boards, and eontrolling bhodies,
More than that is being done, for by re-
lieving the Treasurer of the £18,000, the
extra burden is being placed on thnse
who are charitably inclined. I object to
it, for from my experience in such mat-
ters the man who is most iuelined io
assist charitable objects is he who is
really least able to do so. Let any col-
lector for charitable institutions be in-
terrogated on the question. and he will
sav that from his experience it is the
poor man who is most liberal in the
cause of charity. In proportion to his
ability to pay. the working man gives
more than those who are hetter able to
contribute. The new scheme places n
burden on the people of the small loeali-
ties which they should not be ealled np-
on to bear. In Cue, for instance, wheve-
as in the past the hospital has cost from
£1,700 to £2,000 a year, the Goverument
are now prepared fo make a grant to the
extent of £700. T wonld point nut to the
Minister that the miner on the fields i:as
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to pay to the extent of 6s. or 7s. a
week for safegunarding his future. This
sum is altogether apart from municipal,
roads boards and other rates and taxes,
the money being paid in subseriptions to
inslitutions. If we are going to force
him, in addition to this burden, to con-
tribute inwards the upkeep of the hospi-
tal, why do not the Government go “the
whole hog” and say that the people on the
Eastern Goldfields, the Mines Trust, for
insiance, who get their water about 50
per cent. under the cost price, should pay
adequatelv for the water they are receiv-
ing. "While on the oune hand we talk of
saving £15.000 out of the hospital grant,
on the other hand we are giving to the
big mines at Kalgoorlie £50,000 or £60,000
a vear. [t seems Indicrous, therefore,
that we should be asking chiefly the work-
ing people of this State to save the Treas-
ury this sum of £18,000, My chief ob-
jection is that it apears to me that the
department have proved even to them-
selves that they cannot suceessfully man-
age the scheme and that, therefore, they
want to put it on the shoulders of some-
one else. and do not care whether or not
the health of the people is safeguarded.
By the scheme eertain people of the State
are relieved of their obligation fto con-
tribute towards the hospitals, while an
exira fax is placed on the few people who
are charitably inclined. ¥From my own
experience I know that miners have great
ealls made upon them to help those who
are sick, and they pay away pounds and
pounds a year in order that some of their
fellow men may live. This duty should
fail on the Government, and through
. them. indirectly. on some of the emplovers
in the person of mine owners. The con-
tinual comparisons made as to the cost
of the hospitals here and in the Eastern
States prove nothing, and, if the matter
were luoked intn very closely, T am sure it
would be found that the institutions in
the Eastern States cost just as much as
those here. Dr. Hope, wha is in charge
of the department, and who has reeently
been travelling through the various dis-
tricts trying to establish the new system,
has stated constantly that there are cer-
tain individuals treated in the Government

b |

hospitals who eould well afford to pay but
refuse tu do so. This may be so but,
after all, it is only a matter of collecting
the money, and the Government should
well be able to instilute some good system
of collection, whereby all those peaple who
are treated at the hospitals and ean afford
to pay should be compelled to do so. The
Government should be able to do this
work better than a board. Those who
make suech a statement as that to which I
have referred scem to be viewing the
question only from the metropolitan
standpoint. If we are to do as the Gov-
ernment propose, and prevent those who
are able fo pay from receiving treatment
in the hospitals, many persons will be un-
able to get any medieal treatment and
hospital accommodation. For instanee,
at Cue, there is no proper hospital. Who-
ever becomese iil there and requires hospi-
tal accommodation must go to the public
hospital, for there is nowhere clse for
him. The question of whether he is
going to pay for his aitendance or not is
altogether beside the issue. Such a man,
if he can afford to pay, can easily be
made to do so,

The Ainister for Works: The sums
such people should pay amount to a very
large figure each year.

Mr., HEITMANN: Many other things
cost a large amount of money, and in the
present case the sum could he easily col-
lected.

The Minister for Works: Do you claim
that the individual shonld not pay medical
fees?

Mr, HEITMANN: I consider that he
shonld.

The Minister for Works: Your argu-
ment is that he should not.

Mr. HEITMANN: The argumenis of
the Principal Medical Officer have no
effect upon the collection of the fees.
Local management should be diseonnected
from the financial scheme aliogether,
While not denying that local management
is going te econontse, I see no reason why
the local people should be asked to go
roand hai in hand eolleeting funds for
the hospital. The argument is used that
without financial responsibility the pro-
per local men will not be obtained to
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manage Lhe instilutions, bui surely that
argument cannot apply. We have men
managing coucerns as imporlant as a
Lealth body, for there are the munieipal
councils, water hoards and roads boards,
and in many places these institutlons ave
managed admirably. The s=ame good
loeal management could bhe applied to
the hospitals without the people heing
taxed to an undue extent. The money
for the hospitals should ecome from the
coffers of the Stale, for by that means
every man will know what he is paying,
and those who are not charitably inclined
will have io contribute indivecily just as
much as those who ave ever ready o assist
in ameliorating the condition of the sick
and indigent. Coming Lo & watter which
applies partienlarly to my own district,
I would refer to the Cue public hospital,
i order to show how the department are
ready lo grasp every opportunity of
shirking responsibility.  Only a little
while ago there was an agitation in Cue
aboui the state of the hospital, and, at
my request, various municipal bodies and
members of roads boards made an inspee-
tion of the hospital, and were absolutely
unanimous in condemning the building,
saying thaf il was altogether unfitted for
the pwrpose for which it was used. In
veply to a request that a new hospital
shonld be built there, the department made
a prapusal that the loeal hodies, who had
already econdemiied the building, should
take over (he management of the hospital
in ils then state. They sald that the sum
of £60 would pyt the building in order.
It was well known {o the department at
that time (hat the building was falling to
+ igees, that it was most unsnitable from
every standpoint, and that it was only a
matter of time when a new hospital must
be built.  The Government should build
a new inslitution there at onee. Another
matter in connection with the 1ealth De-
partment to whieh T would refer is as to
the general lea'th of the population, and
particularly in regard to school ehildren
and the dreaded disease known as miner’s
phthisis. I am nol making this charge
against this particular Government, but
governmenls generally have failed abso-
lutely to recognise iheir responsibility in
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this direction. li scems to me their argu-
ment{ is that if they ean aveid spending
a few pounds, they should do so by cut-
ting the bealth vote down as low as pos-
sible. I view lhe question from both the
humane and eeonomic standpoint. T do
not wish it thought that this is a party
question, but I eonsider that it is one that
needs full and lengthy discussion, not
only by this Chamber but by every re-
spousible hody and interested person in
the State. If one looks into the corres-
pondence on this matter, he will realise
that in a very few years the cost of the
treatiment of consumptives in this State
—and the remark applies equally to other
parts of Australia—will mean more fhan
the present cost of wiping oul the whole

frouble. What are we doing in this eon-
neclion?  What are the Government and

the people doing? Times oub of number
has the matier been brought forward, and
it has been pointed out that men are eon-
tinually forced lo sacrifice their lives not
only by were acetdent in the mines—for
that is sometimes a very easy death com-
pared with the one to which I have re-
ferred—but alse hy the ravages of this
terrible disease known as miner’s phih-
isis. It is dreadful, on locking up the
records, to find how many people in Aus-
tralia are soffering from this disease.
Only recently an article appeared in two
magazines in Australia giving the figures,
whiel are perfeetly appalling. At the
time when plagues sueh as small-pox or
bubonic were discovered in the State,
the Government did not think twice about
spending enormous sums of money to
staunp them ont. There were seares from
me end of the country to the other, hut
the complaint to which I refer is n-
sidious, and is generally incrensing in ex-
tent. It is not sudden like the plagues,
but it is a hundred times worse than any
plague we have ever had in this State.
While this disease is making headway in
such an appalling manner, the Health
Departments in this and the other States
are prepared to ent down their expenses
instead of launching out in an endeavour
to grapple with the question. We find
the Perth

department  in issuing
pamphlets giving advice as o the
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treatment of the disease, but
there they stop. There are hundreds, and
1 venture to say thousands, in the State
walking about now spreading millions of
germs of this disease. No precautions
are taken to prevent the nuisance of spit-
ting in the streets, in trams, and public
buildings, although the municipal by-laws
provide against such an offence. The
harm is done, and no one seems to care
whether the disease spreads or not. The
Governmenl shonld deal firmly with this
question, and make the Health Depart-
ment recognise that it is better for the
people from an econnmie, as well as. from
i humane standpoint, that they should
wrapple with  this question  instead of
making  continual  aud  feeble efforts
ta  pateh i up. There are  now
met on  the fields standing at  the
doors of the hospitals begging for
adwission, only to be met with a vefusal.
This is not generally known, bat it goes
on, noiwithstanding the fact that we term
ourselves humane people. We say we are
doing our best for the country, but yet
there are these men suffering from the
disease, and also suffering greatly mentally
owing to the knowledge that should they
not recover from it, their wives and fami-
lies will be dependent upon cutsiders for
support.  These unfortunate men stand
at the door of the publie hospilals and
are refused admission, and are told that
the Government of the State are not pre-
pared io spend any more money on the
health of the people. What is to become,
I ask, of a country so neglectful of the
welfare of our people as this? I wrote
to the department recently with regard to
this matter and not only did T find that
there were people suffering from lung
trouhle wailing tu enter ihe sanitorium at
Coolgardie, but L found that there were
cases of phthisis in the Perth hospital
waiting month in and wonth ont to go to
the sanilorium, and at the same time they
were among the other patients, both sur-
gical and medical. spreading the disease
there. Tt is simply a seandal, an ahsuvlute
seandal thal we should be so neglectfunl of
the health of our people. It is all very
well 10 go on from day 10 day and say
that things will come all right with the
general progress made in sanitary ar-
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rangements and that general bygenic in-
struction is going to remedy affairs. In
my opinion, however, it is going to take
more than that. 1t will have to be a dras-
tie action on the part of the Govérnment
and the people 1o stamp out the evil. The
remedy must come from the people them-
selves, and il ig no use issuing pamph-
lets of instruction unless we ave preparad
tu foree the people io carry out those in-
stroetions. 1t is the duty of the Guvern-
meni to educate the people and to expend
even millions of pounds when ihey will
cure themselves of the discase and stamp
it out. This disease is common to the
mining eomnunity: there are hundreds on
the goldfields to-day who are suffering
from this complaint. It was only a liitie
while ago that I ealled on the Premier and
asked him fo provide for a special inquiry
in conneciion with this matter ai Day
Dawn. T must thank the Premier for the
prompt manner in which he dealt with my
request. The inquiry was made; it was
only a start, but I am in hopes that sooner
or later something more will be done. The
inquiry has disclosed a startling state of
affairs. 1 would like to tell the country
and the members of this Chamber that at
the present time 1 could give the names
of 50 men who a few years ago were
strong and able-bodied. and whao to-day
are either dend or are in various stages
of this disease. At Day Dawn there is
something radically wrong.  As pointed
out by the medical officer when he made
an inspection, there was a laree in-
crease in the number of cases. This
matter is not only going to affect us from
a humane standpoint, but it will spread
among families, and will have a serious
effeet on future generations. From an
economical standpoint I think this Gov-
ernment should grapple with the question
and try and find out some remedy for Lhe
evil. T am satisfied with the course ad-
opted by most members in this House and
recognised by monst people; that is (he
poliey being followed of settling people
on the land. 1 am salisfied it is going (o
do some good in the direction of relieving
some of these unfortunates, and if I eould,
I would have no hesitation in closing up
the mines in Western Ausiralia and put-
ting the men engaged in them on the land.
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Although il way seem an extiaordinary
slatement (o make, T awm satisfied the day
will eome and 1t is not many vears dis-
tant, nut a handreed yemis at @il eveuts.
when gold mining will be ahsolade’s pro-
hihited, 1 am gzatisfied that the peseral
trend of publiec apinion is in the direc-

tion of giving beiter conditinns  to
all  elasses of workers. At the  pre-
senf time it is easily nofiveable that
a vast improvement has Fesn  made
in  the eondition of the workers
in  factories. There we find men

working 11 the hright daylighl and even a
certain amount of space is provided for
earh worker; yet the wnfortunate indi-
vidunls who are forced to go 1ulo the
mines and work only to get their daily
bread have nol even that provision made
for them.  We have, it is irue, mines
regulations which provide that a ecertain
amount of air shall be passed through the
carious workings, but I am satisfied that
this is only a regulation, and that is about
the end of it. The condition that T would
oive to the miners weuld be such that
would close every mine in Western Aus-
tralia. T reeognise fully that gold mining
is much worse than the mining for baser
metals or coal. Ta a eoal mine the natural
formation of the lodes lends itself (o good
ventilatinn, In some copper mines it is
not too good. In iron mines good ventila-
tion prevails, bul it seems to me that
some time or other a naturval condition
will prevail, and it will be ihat public
npinion will forece mine owners to provide
good veantilation and such conditions to
the men engaged in the industry, the cost
of providing whieh will be so great that
it must end in the elosing up of the mines.
I have often heen asked when advoeating
this view “what conditions do you want?”
1 want Lhese conditions: I want it pos-
sible for a miner to earn his living and to
go through his life's work without sacri-
ficing one day in order that he may live.
I would just like to say a werd further in
connection with the hospital ¢nesiion, that
is, in eonnection with the Perth Public
Hospital. There was a time when 1
thought that if we were Lo get some of
our fighting men, men who had Fovght for
the workers, upon the hoard of manage-
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ment, that =ome alteration wonld Le made.
[ fitdl, huwever, itn this morning’s paper
tsat eortein eronemics are contemplated in
the Terth Pullic Hespilal, and 1 notiee
amoeng olhers that in the future proba-
tioners in 1hat hospital are not i be al-
lowed sick leave unless it is by permission
of the board. This may be all very well,
They go further and say, that loss of time
through siekness on the part of a proha-
tioner in {raining shall he made up.  This
might be well too. If the standard of
training is taken at three years there can-
not he mueh wrong; but if the members
of that board would only inquirve they
wonld find {hat 50 per eent. of the proba-
tioners fall sick on account of the long
hours and the hard work thev have to
perform. 1t is well known, and inquiries
will prove what I say to be true, that it is

simply  estravedinary  the number of
nurses, parbieulavly those in their first
year, who wo down (hrough sick-
ness  hrought ahout by the long
hours, the hard work and coming
info  contaet  with  varions  diseases
which they often eatech, T did lope

that when that good nld friend, Mr. FTay-
lar, wol on the board of management
that the «taff, generally, would have at
least wme elimnpion, hut T find now rhat
matters are going along 1n just the same
way, and the vonditions under which the
nurses work are just the vame a5 ihey
were formerly.  Onr ald fighter has fallen
in with the vemhers of the board. and is
not prepared to pul forth some of that
fighting power that he showed years gone
hy in the hack blocks of Queensland.

Mr. Taylor: You are speaking without
your bhook.

Mr. HEITMAXNN: 1 may he speaking
withoul my boolk in this divection.  H was
mooted a year or two ago that ihe murses
of the punblie hospitals of this State shonld
he worked on the 8 hours svstem. and I
am peefectly satisfied from eorrespond-
ence T have from New Zealand., anid from
my owh vh=ervations that the 8 hours sys-
tem eould he worked in the linspitals, We

~were tolid that this would cost more, but

supposing it did enst more, surely Lhese
nurses sacrifice sulficient io warrani that
extra expenditure.  They work for 10
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and 12 hours a day. for a miserably low
salavy.  Of course far what they receive
they shonld he prepared to make saeri-
fices. For the first twelve months they
receive £12, and at the end of their three
years they are paid £30 a vear. [ cer-
tainly think that the motion which was
moved in this House some five vears ago
by Th. Ellis should be reintroduced and
earried. T am convineed that the shorter
hours could be worked and that it is only
a matter of finance whieh prevents it, T
believe at the present {ime that the Child-
ren’s Haspital staff are working on the 8
hours svstem, but whether it is a sucecss
or nol, I cannof tell.  Tn the matter of the
Perth Public Hospital, as T stated recent-
ly, it is foolish to spend large sums on
that building, and it is also foolish on the
part of the Government to make grants
for the building of extra hospitals. If
I had my way the Children’s Hospital in
Perth wonld nevgr have heen built. Tt is
only an extra call upon the community,
and will become a burden sooner or later
upon the Treasury of the State. While
we find that this new hospital has been
built in Perth, we read also that the Perth
hospital is able to close up certain of its
wards. I ask any man of husiness is it
not more economiecal to work one concern
instead of dividing it into two, and pro-
viding two secrefaries, two matrons, and
two staffls to look after what should be
attended to by the Perth Public Hospital ?
I regret that those charitably inclined
people were foolish enough to put money
inio a building of this kind. It is bound
to fall baek upon the Government in the
end. I am quite satisGed of that, I
consider that the health of the people
should bhe the Governmenl's first con-
sideration; that the Government should
always provide the best advice, and the
best medical attention for the most hum-
ble and the poorest in the land. T know
of a case where, had the palient heen ahle
to afford proper treatment he would have
been alive and well to-day. With-
out being personal I should like to draw
attention to the time some three vears ago
when we were expecting to learn of the
death of the preseni Aitornev General
from day to day, and I koow at that par-
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ticular time anuiher friend of mine suff-
ering from a <hnilar (rouble—Ilung trou-
hle. [ believe (1Le hon, mem'er had—diedl,
sinply becanze {lwse belinzing to her
could not pay for proper advice and at-
tention. This 15 to me =eandalous, and
every day the same thing can he seen.
Il i of no use clusing onr eyes tu its
oing en in the City. and partieularly on
the woldfields where von will find hundreds
of alllicted miners living upon the charity
of their fellow men. Tt is not right,
Many of them could be eured; of that I
an pesitive, It has heen proved hevond
all doubt that it laken in the early stages
the disease is cnrable. Many of the old
theories in eonnection with phthisis have
been expladed and it has been proved that
with proper treatment and taken ail th:
proper time a large percentage of cases
can he cured. In this regard the obly
mslitution we have in this State dealing
directly with the question is the sanitor-
ium in Coolgardie, and I am surprised to
find that we have not from that institu-
tion any spectal vepert, or literature of
any sort. T think the Government should
see that there is no man in ihis State
wanming for medival advier, wanting for
tospital atlention, simply heeause he has
not the money to provide it for himself.
T hope the time will come when Lhe (iov-
ernment will recognise that their first
dutyv is in respect nf the health of the
people, and that by contributing to their
health the Government will be confribnt-
ing to their eonteniment and happiness.
T wish to deal briefly with the burmiugz
iz in respect of the health of the people,
and that by contrilbuting to their health
it will in large measure be contributing
to their contentment and happiness. 1
wish to deal brieflv with the burning
question of the time, one which is ex-
eiting a good deal of attention and one
which is of the utmost importance,
namely the civil service of our State. Tt
is strange (o note—and this complaint is
not pecnliar to the present Government
hot wonld appear to bhe general io all
the Australian Governments—that as
soon as it is found that the purse sirines
are fightening and the money is geiting
short the first thing they do is e v
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to eut down the wages or extend the
hours or in other ways ask the Govern-
ment servanls to pay the piper and make
up the deficit. Now in my opinion the
Government whe think they are gowng to
solve the finaucial question simply by
dealing with the public servants, either
do not appreeciate the question or are
afraid to grapple with the real solution,
namely, the readjustment of our taxation
measures. In this Staie, with the other
States of Australin, we have a disconten-
ted serviee; and it iz worthy of remark
that dnring the last two vears the Labour
party. so heartily reprobated by eertain
sectivng of the service, have been fighting
for one department or another, endeav-
ouring to effect an improvement of their
conditions or at least to retain the con-
dilions ab what they are. Last session,
we on this side of the House were fight-
ing for the Police Department and the
Railway Department, and now it seems
to me that the time bas arived for this
side nf the House to show the country
thal we are in sympathy with the eivil
servants and thal we do not hold the
opinion

My, Tavior: The eleciions arve too far
off.

Mr., HEITMANN: T am happy to
say that never yel in the cowrse of my
politieal career have T mentioned any
matter with the view of securing a vote.
I have never put forward anything with
the hope of earning politieal kudos. In
the matter of the eivil servants I hold the
view thal the present action of the Gov-
ernment is absolutely unjust and unfair
to the individunals concerned. Why
should il he that the moment we find our-
selves short of money we fwin to the eivil
service and say, “We must reduee your
wage or af least lengthen vour hours.”?
T have often heard it said that the eivil
servanls are o special elass apart. that
they are working fmr the Government and
are being paid ont of the Treasury and
that in eonsequence their wages muslt be
cut down in times of finanecial stringency.
But what right have the Government to
ask the eivil servants to make a saerifice
beyond those heing made by other mem-
bers of ihe community? And while the
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principle is bad itz application by the
Government is even worse. The Govern-
ment do not ask each eivil servant to make
the same sacrifice. We see them prepared
to cuf down the wages of the lower paid
men and leave intact the wages of the
higher grade. This ecannot be denied. 1
am not surprised that there is discontent
in the publie service, that among the
sehool teachers there is a feeling of dis-
satisfaetion, a sense that they have not
heen treated fairly by the Government.
Under the terms of the Aect the public
servants nre classified by the Public Ser-
viee Commissioner, and I know of ease
after case where the maximom salary
having heen fixed by the Commissioner
the increase necessary to bring the salary
up to that maximum has been refused by
the Government, even after its recom-
mendation by the Publie Service Commis-
sioner. T am not at all sorprised that the
eivil servant comes in for a good deal of
criticism by the general public. There ix
np room in the Govermnent emplovment
for rveallv gond men. The good man i
either driven ont of the service or his
ambition is killed. His ability is nni
recognised. In this State there are
placed over him men, a good many of
whom are not qualified for the positinn,
are  not  prepared to see  his.
ability eome  fo  light. They pre-
fer that there should be no possibility
of his rising Lo the position of a superior
officer.  During receut journeyinus
through the Staie, T was surprised (o
find that men of the professional siuff
are receiving totally inadequate salaries,
There are men on the engineering staff,
in charge of works costing anything up
to £120,030 or £130,000; men who ave
left in full charge most of the fime, and
who, afler 12 wvears’ service, are to-day
receiving £180 a vear. The head of tlic
department who simply sits down aund
lets things go as they like, and depends
upon the subordinates to do the work,
gefs considernbly more: but I am sorey
tn say that the engineering staff of this
State nre the most mercilessly sweated
body of men of my acquaintance, and
the Government, in refusing to recognise
their just claims are themselves a gang
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wof sweaters from start to finish. We
talk about the conditions in outside em-
ployment: why lhey constilute a pava-
dise as compared with the conditions of
the c¢ivil servants in Western Australia.
It is no wonder that they are not pre-
pared to put their best efforts forward.
We find trained men who have heen in
the service for many years getting £130
per annum. ‘Fhis is not one case; there
are half-a-dozen at least on the enginecr-
ing staff alone—men who have heen clas-
sified at £60 and £70 above their present
salary, but whose claims have been re-
fused by the Governmeni even after
they have been recommended by the
Public Service Commissioner. In con-
neclion with the seheme of the Minister
for Lands for settliug eivil servants on
the land, I am perfectly satisfied that if
bhe dues get a hundred to go it will be
found that thev constitute the best men
in the service, the men who have sufli-
cient enterprise and ambition to leave
the departments. Instead of induecing
sueh men to remain in the service by
paving them decent salarvies, we ave
sending them out of the serviee while we
retain the drones, Again, under the
general scheme of economy, I would like
to say that this Government can get just
about as low as possible in points of
sweating.  Only recently the Colonial
Seeretary’s Department—and [ am sin-
cerely sorry the Minister does not be-
long to this Chamber, for I find that the
charge applies chiefly to his department
—made engagemenis in England fto
bring out a ceriain number of certifi-
cated nurses. They were paid in Eng-
land on two years’ engagement, and in-
stead of receiving the £70 which rightly
belongs to ithe position they were eut
down by £10. T say again that sweating
is rampant right throngh the depart-
ments. If the same conditions prevailed
outside the departments it wounld lead
very soon fo a state of lawlessness, for
it would be impossible to prevent the
peopie from getting what was their
right. We expeet the civil servants to he
loyal. vet we sweat them down until, as
Mr. North said, ‘‘the worm will turn;”’
and T am exceedingly pleased that the
worm has at Jast decided to turn. They
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have been working under conditions that
wonld make any wortm fwrn. It must
not be thought that by allowing the civil
servanls their proper salaries the Gov-
ernment would be adding to the admini-
strative cxpenses, for I am saiisfied that
by paying a man his proper salary and
giving him to understand that his best
efforts were expected, the expenses of
the departments could be cat down
materially. It is now rumoured thai the
Government intend to again put an iw-
post on the school teachers of this Slate,
Lf that be so the Government will, I
faney, find that the teachers, althongh
they aceepted it last vear, are not ready
again to submik tu this inigquitvus system
of taxation. As 1 say, the prineiple »f
taxing a civil servant in  an espeecial
manner is bad, but its applieation, as we
have had it from the Government, is
absolutely unjust.

The Minister for Works: What would
vou have done?

Mr. HEITMANN: I would have faced
the situation and would not have done
as vou did in taxing them. However,
this is the equity which we expect from
you and which we receive.

The Minister for Works: We did nof
take anything off; you are wrong.

Mr. HEITMANN: It is a splitting of
straws  which the ex-Treasuver lias
adopted in dealing with this question, A
school {eacher enters the serviee and
finds that the =alaries which he is to re-
ceive from wvear to vear are laid down.
When the ex-Treasurer said he did not
take anything from tlrem he means that
he simply disallowed the increments they
were led fo believe they would get. If
there is any diffierence I cannol see itf.
Looking at it from the standpoint of the
State itself, T am ineclined to think the
lasl department we should touch is the
Eduecation Department. T am in agree-
ment with an Auwsrralian writer whose
real name 1 do not know. but whoe nsual-
Iy writes under the pen-name of “* Jimmy
Pannican.”” In an article in one of the
Svdney papers he reeently sialed some-
thing to this effect: ““Pay vour low
wages, get vour incompetent men and
place them anywhere vou like—in the
army, in the ehurch, in the Government
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—bui for the sake of humanity keep
them out of the Education Depart-
ment.”” T am inelined to agree with him;
because it is to the education of the
children of this State we look for the pro-
gress of the State. I bave just a few
words to say on the Lands Department
and the land settlement policy. I agree
with the Minister for Lands in lus desire,
so often expressed, to settle people on the
land; I agree that every facility should
be given to the people te settle on the
land; but I am perfectly satisfied that at
the present time, with all the reforms in-
troduced by the Minister, it is almost as
easy to find diamonds in Western Austra-
lia as to get a decent bit of land. If we
were sincere in our desire to place people
on the land we would pay more attention
to the wanis of our own people, and less
attention to bringing out immigrants from
England, because we eould find thousands
in this State prepared to go on the land.
T could mention eases bronght nnder my
notice by the individuals themselves of
persons desirons of going on the land,
who have come to Perth and been unsue-
cessful. Tn one case, one man went three
times and applied for land only to be de-
feated by the lands board, and generally
speaking that man’s desire to hecome a
bloated landowner was driven out of him.
This i5 only one instance of scores of
cases, or hundreds T max say. While we
give so mueh attention and so many faei-
lities to the stranger coming to our shores,
T think it is only due, especially to those
niiners on the goldfields who desire fo get
away from the evil effects of gold mining,
to give our own people every facility to
wet on the land. If the Government
conld set aside 20,000, 30,000 or 40,000
acres of deeent land T could guarantee
to settle the area wilh a hundred men be-
fore Christmas. It is almost as easy to
get diamonds as land it seems to me.
Buot it is very easy for some people to get
land. Bome people can get the hest parts
of the State for farming, while other in-
tending farmers are not allowed fo get
any land at all. It was only recently I
was diseussing the question coming up in
the train along the Great Southern vail-
way. \We were diseussing the question of
the new policy of the Government, but it
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was simply astounding to the observer to
find along this line miles and miles of
good country with not a bil of improve-
ment effested beyond fencing; and I
think it is time ihe Premier carried out
that threat he made in his last speech at
Bunbury, that he was going to do some-
thing to force the landowner who was not
using his land to bring it into use.

Mr. Gill: The Premier said something
should be done.

Mr. HEITMANN: The Premier threat-
ened them. There is land in this State
close to the various railways well worthy
of being utilised, but no attempt is made
by the owners or by the Government to
have it used. One has only to go along
the Great Southern railway te see some
good country which could be profitably
used if we could give men the oppor-
tanity of doing se. Now in respect to
seleetion of land and the work of the
Lands Department, while T do not say
there is corruption in conneetion with it,
T say the actions of that departient are
such as would lead one o believe there is
some corruption among some of the offi-
cers. Recently a gentleman in Cue ap-
plied for some land. He wus informed
Ly the clerk in charge that he knew it
was vaeant, bnt on the map he received,
which was dated that month, it was shown
as being oceupied. The gentleman asked
the elerk te ingquire. This the clerk did,
but nothing was heard for abont five
weeks, when suddenly there walked into
the Cue office a man who had previously
held the land. He had with him an ap-
plieation for the block. This application
wrs Tully written out with all the informa-
lion on it required, and was complete with
the exception of the signature. I want
tu know what anthority an officer of the
Lands Department had to send that ap-
plication, which was information, to a
landowner in the loeality, from whom he
had noi received any application for in-
fermation. To me it seems that this officer
has been in the habit of receiving some-

thing for giving information. Another
man wanted the land, but the
information was  senf to some
big landowner, and not only was

the information sent, but also an ap-
plication form filled in and just ready for
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signature. I have asked the Minister for
an explanation as to this, and to date I
have not received any explanation. I
want to know if it is the custom of the
Lands Departinent to do this kind of
thing. Ilere is a genuine case, and I am
satisfied, as far as the Lands Department
is coneerned, the man who applied for the
land and wanted the land would not have
got it had he not someone to appear for
him at court.

The Minister for Lands: He got it.

Mr. MTEITMANN: Yes;
someone to appenr for him.

The Minister for Lands: Who appeared
Tey him?

Mr. HEITMANN: I did. He had one
appearing for him whoo was prepared to
expose these things in the Lands Depart-
ment, and the Minister must know that
there is a man in the department who
either does noi know his business, or is
absolutely dishonest.

The Minister for Lands: It is not fair
to say that.

Mr. HEITMANN: Not fair? A gen-
tleman by the name of MeInerney ap-
plied for the land, or sent down inquiries
for it from the office in Cue. Presently
an applieation was sent o a gentleman
named Meehan, Of course the depart-
ment will say that il was a mistake, It
must have been a mistake considering that
My, Meehan had net even inquired about
the lainl.  As a wmalter of faet, when he
got the application form he eame io the
office in Cue and asked what it meant, and
as soon as he koew that Mr. McInernej
was applying Mr. Meehan said that the
Jand was ne good to him because it was
cut off from his holding by the rabbit-
proof fence.

The Minister for Tands: Mr. Meln-
erney got the land.

but he had

Mr. HEITMANN: He would not have
got it had he not had a member of Parlia-
ment to inquire about it frr him. I am
perfectly satisfied fhat the strings were
prlled somehow, and thai * r, MeInerney
workl net have got the land stherwise. T
ha » written {o the Min'~ -+ ahout the
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matier, and 1 think it is up to him to
ask the officer coneerned what autbority
he had for sending out ihat information.
I certainly think it is the Minister's duty
to do so. There is another matter in con-
neclion with the Lands Department. It
has been mentioned previously, and I
think it cannot be mentioned tvo often
to show the methods of the Lands De-
pgrement in eulting-up land. I have
written to the department ahout (his
although it is not in my electorale, and as
it was ny duty towards the member re-
presenting the Wellington district I also
wriste fo the hon. member. T took the
matler up simply at the request of the
setilers. [ did not want to take any work
out of the hon. member's hands, it would
not be fair if [ did, but I told the sctilers
that T was prepared to assist the hon.
member in getting some of their griev-
ances fixed up, T am referring lo the
Stirling stale, and the settlers have had
about five years of it. When I first men-
tioned the matter I was ridieuled, The
department and also the member for the
distriet =aid that the land was all right,
and that the setilers were doing all right,
and were prospering. Here we are bring-
ing men out from England with £10 eapi-
tal, hut some of the people an ihe Stirling
Estate have spent up to £300, and are not
making a living yet. One case that eome
nnder wmy unotice was {hal of a man who
held about 160 aeres. ITe held nine blocks
in all. but there were only two of them
adjoining. " The price charged for the
blocks was decidedly beyond the value of
the land. As much as £12 14s. per acre
is heing charged for some of these blocks,
and I think it is high time the board that
has heen appointed went down tr the dis-
trict and found out what is wrong with
that estate. It is admiited by the Min-
ister there is someihing wrong, and it is
due to the settlers who are working hard
and trying to make ends meet that some-
thing shonld be done. Now, just a few
words in conneetion with the Mines De-
partment. There is a proposition now, I
believe, from the Minister for Aines to
alter his policy in conneetion with the
State battery charges. While {bere may
he some justificalion for {hai, I think ihe
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same applies here as in connection with
the Health Department, that with proper
supervision from the heads, with beiter
work performed by the engineers, it
would be nnnecessary to alter the charges.
I am not in favour of unduly fostering
the mining industry. I am not in favour,
for instance, of ecrushing continumally
year in and year out for a priee that will
nol pay the department, or at least will
not pay the ecrushing. In my opinich
it s no good to the industry, and if an
industry eannot pay the charges when
the: administration and general costs arve
brought down to a minimum, then the
industry, in my opinion, is no good. But
. I am satisfied that if the Mines Depart-
" ment were to supervise properly, and were
to bring buosinesslike methods to bear,
and did not waste the money as in many
cases is now done, it could erush at the
present minimum charge and not lose
money. Agan, I am not in favour of
asking men with a good show to pay for
the erushing for the,men with the poorver
show. I helieve that a fizure should be
struck at the lowest possible eost to the
department, and then the same charge
should be made for one and all, the rich
as well as the poor show. e should
charge the prospector for what labour we
do for him, but T am salisfied first of
all different methods will have to be
applied to the engineering portion of this
department. We know that thousands of
pounds are being wasted continunally in
connection with the State hattevies. I in-
tended to have a little more to say upon
the State battertes, but there will he
any amount of opportunity on the Esti-
mates. I brought forward the matter of
health simply because T think it is worthy
of all the prominence that can be given
to it, and worthy of all the time that ean
be given to it by members of this Cham-
ber, and that it is our duty as members
representing the people of this State to
foree the Government to recognise that
their first duty to the country in general
15 the health and happiness of the people.

Mr. CARSON (Geraldion) : T think
we are all agreed that the Address
in-Reply serves a very useful purpose in
giving every member an opportunity of
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approving or disappreving of the poliey
and the administration of the Govern-
ment; but at the same time I think that
if after the mover and seconder of the
Address-in-Reply spoke, the Leader of
the Opposilion and the Leader of the
Government alse spoke, it would save
time very mueh and give us greafer op-
portunity for dealing with the Bills and
other business concerning the country.
I think that if we were to use the time
when dealing with the Budget to diseuss
these things it would serve the same pur-
pose, because then we have the opportu-
nity of dealing with all the vatious de-
partments and those matters that affect
the welfare of the State, and it would
save n great deal of repetition. Un-
doubtedly at the present {ime the great
need is the adjustment of our financial
positien, and also the earrying on of the
present developwental policy the Geovern-
ment have institnted. How we are going
to adjust the finanees I fail to see, un-
less some further tnxation is imposed.
I hope it will be possible to achieve the
desired end without further taxation, be-
eanse, at the present time, there is a
good deal of depression in the State.
People, however, are now more hopeful,
and, I believe, they have every rea-
son fo he hopeful, because of the
very prosperons season in  front of
us.,  When (he harvest has Dbeen
gathered in T feel sure things will
be very wmuch better than they are now.
The Government should exercise great
eare in dealing with our publie serviee,
and I speak now more particalarly in
regard to officeys of the Raillway De-
partment and the school teachers, In
the former case there are young en
who are being tanght the duties they
have to perform; the vailways are grow-
ing apace, and it is neeessary {o retain
those men whom we now find doing such
useful work for the department. TIf
these men do not receive sufficient re-
muneration for the work they are doing
they will be leaving us, and the Govern-
ment will find a diffieoity in seeuring
other suitable men, and will probably
have to import them from the Eastern
States and pay much higher wages than
those now in the serviee are receiving..
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At the present time there is a scareily
of sehool teachers and, therefore, it is
wise that cure should be exercised in
dealing with them. This scarcity exists
not only in this but also in most of the
other States, and we should give those
Ciovernment officials every considevation.
What we need is to obtain the very best
teachers, and to do ibis we should pay
the highesi salaries we ean. Last year
1. with other members, took exeeption to
the Government denying the
their inerements. Reverling to the Rail-
way Department, I know of a young
man who lias been in the department for
over nine years, and now he does ndt
reeeive a salary of more than £120 a
year. It is not to be expected that this
man will stay in the department, espeeci-
ally in a growing country like this,
where opportunities to sueceed are so
great. Unless care is taken we shall not
be able to retain these men in the ser-
viee. They shounld be given at least what
they are entitled to receive. With re-
gard to other branches of the civil ser-
vice which come under My, Commissioner
Jully 1 recognise there is a good deal ef
discontent there. I appreciate highly
ihe atlifude taken up by the Minister for
Launds in his endeavonur o get some of
the civil servants to go on the land in-
stead of being thrown on the community
or seeking for employment elsewhere.
The seheme the Minister has oufblined is
an excellent thing for the eivil servants,
and. I am sure, will prove of great bene-
fit to the country. As to the suggestion
that the hospiials should be handed over
te local contirol, I feel sure that under
the proposed subsidies the local people
will not be able to carry on the institu-
tions satisfactorily. This remark ap-
plies more particularly to settlers in dis-
triets such as that I represent. Af Ger-
aldton patients are received from as far
as Yalgoo in the one direction and
Mingenew in the other. Before the
goldfields hospitals ean bhe earried on
there must be some form of taxation on
the part of the loeal bodies, or else they
will be unable to raise the necessary
funds. T believe in local control. It is
impossible to depend upon the donations
of charitable persons for earrying on

teachers
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these institutions, and it would be very
much bhetter to make a general tax, I
am in aecord with ihe Government rail-
way policy, for in a huge conntry like
this, a country with sueh wonderful
natural resources, it is impossible to de-
velop and setile it without railway eom-
munication to the various centres. I
recognise the Government have doue
guod work in this direetion, and in
speaking on lhe subjeet 1 wish partico-
larly to refer to the linking up of thes
Lawlers district with the present rail-
way system. The Premier announced
in his pre-sessional speech that he in-
lended fo give railway facilities to the
Lawlers district. He has not yet made
a definite announcement as to the route
the line will follow, and in that he is
wise. Persvnally, I think the connegtion
should be made from Sandstone. The
Clovernment have repeatedly, and right-
ly, assured the different cenires rhat
every port should have its rightful trade,
and seeing that the Sandstone route is
200 miles nearer than the other route,
surely it is elear that the connection
should be made from that end. The con-
sumers on the field to he connected
would be greatly penalised if the con-
siruction were carried out at the Leonora
end.  Another argument in faveur of
the lines being linked up from Sandstone
i5 that the Vietoria district at the pre-
sent Lime has no outlet for its produce.
Some time age a deputation waited on
the Minister with regard to the whart-
age rates at Fremantle, and reference
was made to the large oversea marke!s
existing. There is no doubt that those
markets do exist, but they are not
needed until the loecal demand for pro-
ducts such as chafl, fruit, vegetables,
eteetera, is supplied. The people of flie
Lawlers and Wiluna distriets now need.
and will need to a still greater extent in
the future, snch supplies, and if the op-
portunitiy is given by the construetion
of the railway from Sandstone to Law-
lers, these supplies ean be provided
direet from the Victoria district. The
wharfage rates are imposed more parti-
cularly in the interests of the producers
at this end of the State. YWhen the Pre-
mier has listened to a deputaiion which
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wait on bim shortly, T am sure he
hot bz able to do otherwise than
a decizion in the direction of hav-
ing the line esnstrueted from Sandstone.
We recognise that Lawlers needs rail-
way cammunication. At the present
time the Government have a plant there,
and it would be a considerable saving to
the State if they went on with the c¢on-
stroetion of the line while that plant is
there. I have risent Lo speak in this de-
o bate chiefly with the desire of referving
to the construction of the Lawlers rail-
way, for this work is of vital importanes
to the people of our district. KEnden-
vours are now being made to put pecple
on the land. There is a vast area of
eond gereal land in the Vietoria distriet
which the Government are now opening
up, and it 18 a just elaim that the dis-
triet should have the advantage of the
line being comnected from Sandstone.

Mr. Taylor: You have no chance.

Mv. CARSON: We have no desire to
oppose the construeiion of a line from
Leonora to Lawlers if it is wanted, but
it would be a much better paying pro-
position if a line were connected right
through from Sandstone.

Mr. Taylor: Tt will go from your end
afterwards.

Mr. CARSON: If we receive onr just
ducs the line will zo from Sandstone now.
T am very glad that the Government are
introducing a Bill dealing with the liquor
laws, and I am sure they will give ample
opportunity to members to diseuss the
quesiion thoronghly. I am equally sure
that the measure will be a liberal one. 1
am also in favour of a reduetion of the
franchise for the Legislative Couneil, as
it 15 in the interests of the Stale thal the
franchise should be widened. I also eom-
mend the attitude of the Minister in lib-
eralising the Agricultural Bank Aet. That
institution has heen of very great service
ta the State and, 1 believe, by further lib-
eralising it, and by giving the setiler
more money, we will bring about a greater
development of onr agricultural areas,
and much good will necessarily result.
Grealer suceess would be achieved in the
administration of the various departments
it the members of the Government gave
more attention to detail. As a ecase in
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puint. [ know that in forwarding goods
te lhe fields the Mines Department have
on weeasions sent cight different eousign-
ments of very small articles. The adop-
tion of this c¢ourse has necessitaled an
increased charge in railway earriage and,
in all prohability, extra forwarding
charges. There is also the case of an offi-
cer of the Lands Depariment who is sent
from Geraldton to Wannamal to inspeet
a piece of land, and in order to do so he
has to spend two or three days in travel,
whereas the same work could easily have
been done from the City in one day. I
hope the Government will give every con-
sideration to the important guestion of
the construction of a railway te Lawlers.

{Sitting suspended from 6.15 o 7.30
pom.)

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest): 1 have
no desire to take up too much time on
the Address-in-Reply, but as this is the
first Addvess-in-Reply that I have had
an opportunity of speaking on in this
Chamber. 1 am going to avail myself of
that epporiunity to make a few remarks
with regard to affairs in my electorate,
and bring under the notice of Ministers
a few little grievances, and deal gener-
ally with some matters in the Govern-
ment policy. Judging by the dilatory
manner in which some members rise to
speak on this question, it appears to me
that the Address-in-Reply is getling a
little nnpopular, and like a good many
nld customs will soon be a thing of the
past. I ceriainly think ik provides a fav-
ourable opportunity for many members
te deal wilh grievanees, and it gives mem-
bers of the Oppeoesition the only ehance
lhey have of denling with these questions.
In the Vremier’s pre-sessional speech bhe
rightly dealt at considerable length with
the position of the timber industry which
T rvepresent to a large extent in this
Chamber., T am pleased indeed to notice
with him, ond 1 think every member in
this Chamber is grafified too, that the in-
dustry 1s enjoying a period of prosper-
ity at the present time. We find from
figures (hat lhe export (rade has grown
to considerable dimensions, 1o such an
exlent in faet that very shortly we will
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have (v serivusly take intv consideration
whether it will he a good policy for ihe
Slate to go any further. Dealing with
the position of the timber induslry to-
dav. | certainly think that some elassiti-
calion should be made, some more ac-
curate vztimale of the extent of the tim-
ber resources, so that the position should
not he as misleading as it is at present.
We have it zet down that we have an en-
orineus area of timber awaiting enfer-
prise to hring it into a siaie of produe-
tivenes<. [t is well-known that our re-
sourees  are  heeoming  depleted. aned 1
think it will be one ol the hest things
possihle if we were to have a elassifica-
tion showing exaetly the arens of karri
and jarrah which are still available. The
tfimher leases and lieenses. in exisicnee
at the present lime amount o 752,000
aeres, and the saw-milling permils cover
119,803 acres. I have no protest to make
against the granting of saw-milling per-
mits ‘or the system, Certainly it is a vast
improvemenl on the old system of giv-
ing away bundreds of thousands of aeres
at a pepper-corn rental to large com-
panies, but I very much regret to state
that since the sawmilling permit system
has come into force, advantage has heen
taken of it to get large slices of couniry.
I refer to one partienlar company, name-
ly, Bartram & Sens who oblained a con-
eession in the Nannup distriet. The in-
ducements held ont were largely that this
pariicular company were going to make
a hid for the butter trade in that loealily.
Tt has been pointed out since they got
firmly established there that the hutter
industry is going to draw people to that
district and will be the greatest boon for
Western Australia. The facls are, how-
ever, that on that parlienlar area, ot the
present lime, the management have a
couple of bullock feams, certainly not
much in the way of caftle. and they are
afraid to allow these hullock teams to
stray ont of the vards towards the crecks
for fear thal they will get at the poisen.
The Treasurer will agree with me that so
far as the butter trade being developed is
coneerned, it is going to be a thing of the
distant future. I do not look for a return
from that partievlar indusiry in that dis-
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trict, and 1 ibink it was wrong to give
such a large area of eountes as 100,000
neves to these people.

The Minisler for Work<: Will it not
be suitable for the Dhuttes induvtry !

Mr. LOGHLEXN : Not while there
is such a large amouni of poison here.

The Minister for Works: But they can
get rid of the poisun.

Mr, O°LOGHLEN : The Treasurer, if
he atterpts to eradicate (he poison there,
will take on as IHereulean a task as he
ever took on in lus life.

The Premier: Would nei 1,000 aeres
lhat other people get in the floza and
fauna distéict be equal 1 3,000 geres down
there?

Mr. OLOGHLEN : 1 will not say
thatl there would be so mueh difference, but
L will admit that the Hera and fanna
country contains the best timber land we
have in the State. That, however, does
not get away from the fact that we are
giving away large areas of country.

The Premier: You made strong repre-
sentations for the granting of a permit.

Mr. OLOGHLEN : I might be al-
lowed to explain that I certainly did
support a proposal made by the Collie co-
operative hewers.

The Premier: You goi me into trouble
over that.

Mr. O/LOGHLEN : The Premier was
able to get out of (be trouble. 1 need
only say that there is no analogy at all be-
tween those two cases. In one case we
bave a company which has seeured from
the Crown the right to cut in the Farrah-
wood disiriet, while the other is the case
of a body of workers who have demon-
straled their ability to make the indusiry
pay, and generally benefit the south-
western part of the district. These were
men who wanted more couniry to operate
on. 1 believe a good case can always
be made out fer these men, and T am pre-
pared to make it out if any opposition
is brought forward to the grauting of
that avea to these timber cutters. I he-
lieve we should do something more to-
wards the conservation of our foresis.
We should, with advantage to the State
spend a few hundred pounds in trying
to win back some of the area which has
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Been eut out in the Waroona distriet, and
which has reverted to the Crown. We
would have fo burn off as mueh as pos-
sible of the dry timber on this land so
as to give every ehance to the young trees
to recover. It is a problem that will have
to be faced in the near future. As far
as the timber supplies of Australia are
concerned they are limited, and if we look
abroad—I have a report here from Amer-
1ca which states—

“Within 10 or 15 years according to
Mr. J. FL. Finney, Seeretary and Treas-
urer of the Appalachian Forestry Asso-
ciation, United States, there will not be
a stick of timber standing east of the
Rockies, and within 50 years the entire
country will be as barren of timber as
the American desert unless something
is done to avert tbe disaster.”

We do not need to go to America to find
out the way in which the timber resources
are heing depleted.  We only need to
look at the position in the Eastern States.
Vietorin has elosed down on the export-
ation of hardwoods; in New South Wales
a Royal Commission, which sat not long
ago, reeommended the stoppage of ex-
port. When we consider in South Aus-
tralia they are spending a huge snm of
money every vear in order to grow their
timher, or lay down forests in the middle
and in (he exiveme north of the State,
T believe it is the duty of this Govern-
ment, hefore it is oo late, to pay atten-
tion to the conservation of our forests,
and try and reserve as much of the new
forests for our own future supplies, and
do something in the forest lands which
have veverted to the Crown. T trust the
Government will see that not another acre
is given out, and that the country will be
reserved  for our own requirements.
While on this subjeet I hope the Govern-
ment will seriously consider the advisable-
ness nf extending the Marradong railway.
I have no desire, like (he last speaker,
to come here and ask for a particular
railway, but the Government having in
this Incality carried the railway a certnin
distance. I think they should extend it a
few wilez furlher and tap some fine tim-
her ¢ontry. and make the line a paying
concern.  We have to look to the records
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of the working timber railways to find
that they have been the most profitable.
The Tdonnybrook-Preston railway, which
by no streteh of imaginalion could be
ealled an agrieultural line, had to depend
on the freight on timber, and if it had
nol been for the faet that 300 or 400 tim-
ber ecutters went inlo that distriet, it
would never have shown a profit, The
same thing may be said in eonnection with
the line to Nannup. I venture to say
that this line will he utilised to a very
small extent indeed as far as agriculture
is concerned. 'Ten train loads a year will
take all the agricultural produce that is
heing raised there at the present time. It
certainly has this redeeming feature, (hat
Ihe timber resources are very great in
that partienlar distriet, and the freight
from timber to Busselton will be sufficient
to earry the line on for three or four
vears. Let us hope that as soon as the
timher trade begins fo wane agrieulture
wiil come to the front in that partienlar
distriet and help to pay for the railway
which has been laid down. With regard
lo the Marradong railway, it needs little
argument in favour of the extension, so
ns to enable the 400 or 500 hewers who
have gone there from the Collie distriet
to geb on their ecountry. The railway,
if constructed for a few miles further on
would lead to a large amount of work
heing done, and it would produce suffi-
eient revenne to pay for the cost of con-
stroetion.  The suggestion is that it
should go 15 miles, but if it were to go
only five or six miles, it wourld enable the
timber eutters to go out on to their eoun-
try.

Mr. George: What abont the farmers
a little further on?

Mr. O'LOGHUEN : Yes, they are
worlhy of consideration, and I hope that
lhe line will soon be extended the full
distance. I will co-operate with the hon.
nmember to posh that project forward he-
cnusg it is of no use building railways
wnless we can, at any rate to some ex-
tent, make them profitable.  With ve-
gard to the Forestry Department I think
there is room for considerable improve-
mnent, Last year the receipts totalled
£28900, and the expenditure was some-
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thing like £900 for inspection and forest

ranging. Taking into eonsideration Lhe
fact that this industry has rather im-

proved, 1 believe we should get a little
more revenue, and I believe when the
fime comes we should be able to put this
depariment on a better footing. At the
present time, if we take as a criterion
the head offices in Perth, we cannot but
form a poor opinion of the timber indus-

try  in the State The Forestry
Department is  treated worse than
any other departinent in the State.

In regard to forest rangers, I have a
fruitful source of ecomplaint to bring be-
fore the Minister, and that is that some-
thing should be done to provide employ-
ment for these men in the intervals be-
tween their ordinary duties. Their em-
ployment is but intermittent. A man may
go out at a fair rate of wage, but the trip
will last only three weeks. He is taken to
all parts of the State in pursuit of his
avoeation, but having finished one task it
is frequently six weeks perhaps before he
is ealled upon again. I think that with-
out additional cost the Minister conld find
some way of providing more continuous
employment for these men. They are
men of wide knowledge of the industry
and of considerable experience, and I
think it is unfair that their average earn-
ings should be brought down te perhaps
£2 a week. (Several interjections.) I
mean the timber inspectors. It must be
ohvious that my remarks do not apply to
the rangers, because they are kept con-
tinnally employed. I do not wish fo say
anything in regard to the forest rangers;
but in regard to the timber inspectors we
should stretch a point and give them em-
ployment at such times as they are not
called upon to actually inspect timber.
With respect to the position of the in-
dusiry generally I am pleased to notice
that the Minister for Railways has re-
solved to get back a little of the conces-
sions granted some time age in railway
freights. He has decided to recall some-
thine like £4,000, and I think it is a fair
proposal seeing ihat the timber industry
js in such a good way and promises to
coniinue to flourish. This year the in-
dustry bas reached perhaps a higher mark
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in its tide of prosperity than it has ever
reached hefore. The profits of the big-
gest company for the last year amounted
to £136,000, and I think that this year
will see that profit still further increased.
Hardwoods, we learn, are winning their
way rapidly and the irade has apparently
come to stay. When we see companies
doing so well ont of the trade and having
such a run of luck T think it is up to the
Government to recoup a little to the State
for the conecessions given in the past. 1
have a grievance against these timber com-
panies in so far as they have too much
power, This has not been given by the
present Government but by a paternal
Government of many years ago. We find
that on the various timber lines it is abso-
lutely impossible for people to get goods
corried which they have purchased in the
City. There is in existence a monopoly
with regard to stores and if a worker with
perhaps £10 in his pocket comes to Perth
and buys stores at a reduced price he is
debarred from taking bis goods over the
timber tramways. I have a report from
the Solicitor General whieh bears out the
opinion that I have for long held, namely,
that we are absolutely powerless at the
present time to deal with these monopo-
lies. I hope something will he done in
the future. If the Government take no
aciion in the matter I am going to move
in this Fouse to have rates fixed for the
carriage over these timber lines both of
passengers and goods.

Mr. Taylor: What about improving the
accommodation on some of those open
trucks?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : When the mem-
ber for Mit. Margaret was down there

they put on a  special  carri-
age for him. They do not do
that for me. However it is not alto-

welher the faulty carriages that I com-
plain of, hut T think more freedom should
be allowed to residents on these timber
aveas for purchasing their stores where
they please.  They should not be com-
pelled to denl with their emplovers and
pay monopolistic prices, but should be
able to come fo the City, purchase in the
cheapest market and take their goods over
the timber lines ai Government rates.
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Mr. Walker: D¢ not the Government
administer the Truck Act?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: No, I am sorvy to
say they do not. Tt would be just as well
if it were repealed. I have had in-
stances bronght before me of people who,
living at the end of the bush line, came to
Perth and bought certain goods. These
goods were taken over the Government
railways, but the company refused abso-
lutely to take them out into the bush al-
though the owners were prepared to put
a man there to load the goods on to the
trucks, and to take delivery of them when
they ot out. It is a matter deserving at-
tention and I sincerely trust that it will
have due aitention given to it by the Gov-
ernment, As regards the complaint
voiced by the Leader of the Opposition
when he appealed for sectional returns,
I too would appeal to the Government to
do something in this matter. Not only
members on this side of the House hut
people right through the couniry ave
erying out for sectional returns in con-
neetion with the railways. And I believe
it would strengthen the hands of the Gov-
enrnment to have such sectional returns
I black and white and so put the public
right as regards the irue position of some
of the lines. If for instance the country
at large knew that there were 100 miles of
railway not paying expenses, it wounld
have but little sympathy with any people
who came asking for a reduction of
Treights or any other coucessions in re-
gard to thal particular line, and the Gov-
ernment would have a very effective argu-
ment against granling such requests. I
would appeal to the Govefnment to bring
this proposition into operation as soon as
possible. I regret that in the administra-
tion of the Railway Department they are
adopting a very poor policy towards some
of the oublying centres. Tt is but ravely
that 1 rise in my place to ask for roads
or bridges, but recently I made applica-
tion for a railway platform at Worsley.
There they have a population of 600 peo-
ple, and four distinet lines of railway, but
there is neither landing nor platform pro-
vided, and people at all hours of the night
have to elimb into or out of railway car-
riages at no litile risk to themselves. It
is extremely dangerous for women and
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children to be groping about a railway
train in the dark. When I made appli-
cation to the Railway Department for this
platform they stated that it was absolutely
imposgible to comply with the request,
but that the residents might go 1o Lunen-
bers, a mile distant, where they would
find a piaform, Now it is scarcely rea-
sonable to ask women and children to
walk a mile through the dark in order to
cateh a {rain thal, it might almost be said,
will pass their doors. It is altogether out
uf reason, and if we are going to indunige
in this cheeseparing we are not going to
win mueh support for our railway system.
The position at Worsley is absolutely
scandalous. They have for long been ask-
ing for a platform Lo enable them to get
into and out of the train in safety bul the
Governnient refuse to give the platform,
It will assuredly end in serious accident,
costing the Government a large sum of
money. I hope the methods adopted in
regard to Government contracts with
sleeper hewers splitting sleepers for the
Railway Department and Works Depart-
ment will be brought under revision. Tim-
ber cutters, after spending months in the
bush, are often deprived of their earnings
by others—unfortunately someltimes of
their own numher-—running away and not
making arrangements for their payment.
If the oflicers of the department were en-
abled {0 go along and make their pur-
chases of sleepers from any particular
body of men direet, this sort of thing
would be aveided. If, say, one man had
100 sleepers and unother 200, the depari-
mentul officer could purchase directly
from these men. This would be a much
more satisfactory system than the existing
one, I have an instance of a man in the
Nannap distriet who had a dozen em-
ployees sleeper-culting for many months.
He drew his cheque for £200 from the
Government and was only heard of again
the other day when he was brought back
from New South Wales. The sleeper
tewers in this and similar eases have no
redvess. I hope a better system will be
intraduced, and in this regard T will he
prepared to give the Govermment a few
praciical sugprestions.

The Minister for MMines:
deal directly with the men.

I think we
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Mr. OLOGHLEX: Yes; but in this
particular instance the officer dealt with
one of the amployces acting on behalf of
a dozen others. That man absconded to
New South \Wales with £200 of the
sleeper hewers’ money.

The Minister for Mines: Apparently
they put their faith in the wrong man.

Mr. OLOGHLEXN: Yes; we Lave in-
stances every day of men puiting their
faith in the wrong man. I eertainly hope,
howoever, that on this question some more
proteclion will he given to the hewers.
The member for Pilbara in referring to
a subjeet likely to come into marked pro-
minence, nawely, the Asiotic question,
dealt with Lhe position as existing in (he
North-West, But on the Murchison, away
out in the Wiuna districl, we have
Afghan contractors supplying wood to
the mines. Tt is a deplorable state of af-
fairs that in this country, with a
White Australia poliey, Afghans should
be the sole employers in  that  distriet.
There is nothing more degrading than for
a Britisher io have to go to an Afghan
to get an order for stores.  When the
Daslish Government were in power the
Miuister, Mr. Flastie, refused to give a
license to these men.

The Minigier for Mines: He had no-
thing to do with {he graniing of lieenses,

Me, O'LOGHLEN: T may bhave made
a mistake in the Minisier. However ac-
tinn was faken al the lime and the Min-
ister was defeated. 1 hope something will
be done in the near future 1o prevent
thore Awiatics beeomine the sole  em-
plozers of labour and having Tiritishers
working for them. I sinecerely trust the
Government will take some action in this
matter. In reward to the induslrinl lecxts-
lation T am sorry ihat the Government
have not hrought forward any preposals
for amending the Arbitration Aet. Al
thomeli we have been working for some
cairsiderable tiwe for an amendwment of
the et ibe fewernment apparently ave
not preparved to move in the matter, and
the warkers of Western  Austialia  are
Isaline Levond their Siate trihanal to
Federal leai-lution for redress ot rheir
srievaress. I some aetion were token in
the diveetion indicaled it would come to
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popularise our local tribunal. We should
make it a eourt having lhe confidence of
the workers. This would obviate the cost
of taking cases bevond our State. At the
present time the majority of the workers
of Western Australia have lost confidence
in the Arbitration Aet and are looking
further afield in ihe hope of gelting jus-
tice in annther eourt. Anolher measure
which should receive the sanction of this
Parliament is the Workers’ Compensa-
fion Bill introduced by the member for
Dundas. On looking into (his nuestion we
find we are considerably behind other
connlries in regurd to eur indusirial faws,
and T would appeal to the CGtuvernment
and  their supporters -partienlarly ihe
member for Nelson who represents a zood
mmher of timber workers—to assist ug
in plwing this measure on (he =fatute-
hoole. At the present time we find that
{he Aet is not comprehensive enouwgh. It
is not far-renching enough in its effecls,
beeanse it will not take in thoze men who
are sleeper-hewing: if lhey meet with a
serjous or fatal accident, they itn (he one
case, or [heir dependenis in the other,
can have no redress. I believe (his amend-
i Bill will include every worker in these
industries, and will also provide for com-
pensation tar injury received. T would
propose that something shonld he done in
the direction of the Siule levving a vov-
ally un every load of tinbher prrwineed
lowards paying the compensation. 1 he-
lieve that the majority of the people re-
cognise that an industry should pray for
its wonnded, that if any of those who are
carrying un an industry shonid meet with a
serious acetdent. which perhaps means the
lozss of a limh, the industry should pay
compensation while the person meeting
with the aecident remains disabled. 1n
the foal mines of New South Wales a
sum s zet apart on every ton of coal
raized, and this goes to build up an acei-
dent fund which wives some protection to
the widows and children of workmen lns-
ing their lives. As T said before, I appeal
to several members on the Government
side of the House fo aid in getting the
Aet amended. sn as to hring about a great
deal mnre satiefaction than exists at the
present time, Anolber measure we have
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been promised is Upper House reform,
or a reduction of the franchise to £15.

Mr. Swan: Do not take that seriously.

Mr. OLOGHIILEN: T am not taking it
too sertously, seeing that the majority of
the gentlemen most vitally interesied are
not in favour of the proposal; I speak
of the members of another place. How-
ever, it is inconeeivable to me how the
Government can bring down sueh pro-
posals without going the whole of the
way, withoul at least giving us household
suffrage. There are af least 21 members
in this Chamber sent here pledged to the
abolition of the Upper House, and that
must be evidence Lhat there s a large
namber of people in the counfry erying
out for this reform, yet we find on the
Ministerial side members who are afraid
to trust the people, afraid to let this
question go to a referendum. The aboli-
tion of the Upper Honse would nol only
reduce the cost of administration, not
only bring ahout economy, but it would
wipe out a Chamber that, in my opinion,
has not justified is existence. However,
it is unseless saxing mueh on this qnes-
tion, becanse I recognise the Government
are not tackling it as it should be tackied.
And what is the result? We find that
every day the people are coming to the
behef that they must loock beyond the
State Parliaments, that they are treating
the State Parliaments with a great deal
less respect than a few years agon, and
that they are looking to the Federal arena
where the voice of the people is rruly
heard, and where the men and woinen of
Australia have a voiee in the Government
of the country, while here we find that a
small szetion of the people has the right
to elect members to a House of veto. I
am only sorry that the Govornment. did
not take action when the Upper House
rejected their land tax proposals. I am
sorry they did not tackla the i-soe then.
Had they done 30 [ believe the country
would have been behind them, and even
now I believe that if they attempr o re-
form the Upper Fouse the people will
appland their action. We hear a rood
deal at times about the eost of govern-
ment and talk aboui a reduction of mem-
bers. I am as anxious as anyone to bring
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about eeconomy in this regard. and if a
serious attempt were n.de to reformy {he
Upper House T would perhaps favour a
reduction in the Lower Tlouse, cven 1f T
lost my own seat; but [ believe that one
Chamber is sufficient, and [ am prepared
to step out to-morrow aud let a metcher
of the Upper House talke wy seut if he
can win if. We might compromise in
this respect by allowing ten members of
the Upper House to sif in this Chamber.

Mr, Collier: We do not want to be
contaminated here.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Perhaps we would
be. Sevarnl schemes have been put for-
ward for this reform. 1 am in faveur
of the abolition of the Upper House. I
have not heard a good argument put for-
ward in favour of the retention of an
Upper Chamber, and if the Government
hold with demoeracy they would favour
the aholition of the Upper House. When
the elections are on some of them pro-
claim themselves champions of demo-
eracy; the Minister for Mines claimed to
be an ardent champion; but many of
them are afrmid to give the people a
voice in the election of the Upper House.
Now 1 claim to be as good a ecitizen as
any man who sits in the Upper House,
or as any voter for the Upper House,
but while T am a good enough citizen to
vote in this Chamber, in the national
House, T am not good enongh to have a
voice in the chotee of the Upper House.

Mr. Jacoby: Why do you not get mar-
ried and have a house?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We heard a good
deal last night from the member for Pil-
bara about marriage. I was going to
ask that the member for Mounnt Mar-
garet and myself should be exempt.
Owing to the miserable salavies paid lo
representatives of the people in this
eountry marriage is an entirely diffieult
task. However, the Labhour party who
advocate the abolition or effective re-
form of the Upper House are getting a
good many supporters, even among pro-
perty owners, espeeially in the metro-
pelitan area. I know that a good many
owners are getting dissatisfied with the
Government, seeing that the Government
are not prepared to move in this diree-
tion,
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Mr. Geurge: Dissatistied with raxa-
tion.

Mr. O’LOGHLENX : What better could
we do than to abolish the Upper House
and have less taxation! I am of opinion
that un this question we should place it
hefure the people and stiv up & good deal
more interest than has been stivred up
at the present time. The fact remains
that the people are looking wore to the
Federal arena and are losing confidence
in the State Parliament because they
think the State Parliament has just
about vun the length of its tether and
outlived its msefulness. T am not pre-
pared to joim In that erv. but if the
Government refuse to give the men and
women of the State a voice in the re-
presentation in the TUpper House T am
prepared to assist the people in going
beyond the limits of this Parliament for
their legislation, We hear many
speeches about Unifieation. In my
opinion Unification is gaining many con-
veris in Western Australia because of
the obstruective facties pursued by mem-
bers of the Upper House. However, I
do not think this question of TUpper
Hounse reform is going to receive serious
attention this session, because T think
the Government will have their hands
full with other questions; and T have not
muech faith in the fulfilment of theiv
promises, as they have promised this re-
form of the Upper House for sessions
past. However, if they do bring down a
measare I hope it will be for household
suffrage.  As a progressive party the
Opposition will take half a loaf before
no bread, but T do not see any virtue in
supporting the reduction the Govern.
ment propose to bring about. Let it be
at least household suffrage and by that
means the Government will gain sup-
porters not only in this Chamber but
throughout Western Ausiralia, suppert-
ers thev have not at the present time.

Mr, Collier: That will be a bad thing.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It may be, but T
venture fo sav that unless the Govern-
ment move in this matter we are not
zoing to make the progress that a State
Parliament should make. Mention has
also heen made of a redisiribution of
seats. I am hopeful the Government
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will bring down a Bill that will make a
fairly enuitable distribution. If is un-
tair for a counstituency of 1,200 electurs,
sucl as Sussex, having the same repre-
sentation as a constitueney like North
Perth with something like 8,000 electors.
I think there is room for a wieat deal of
improvement in this direction. We have
heen told by seme members that we
should regulate the seats Lo suit indus-
tries. In faet the seat I have the honour
to represent was created by the James
Govermment in order to give the timber
industry a cerfain representation. [t was
thought the people engaged in Lhat in-
custry were worthy of ift, but in my
opinion it was bwrought in to put all the
demoeratic element of the South-West
in ane constituency. It was given to Llhe
Opposition, but at the zame time it was
said, ‘“Talke that. you will get no more;*’
and by that means the Labour party lost
three seats in the South-West. The
member for Wellington has suggested
that all the timber workers should he
put in one electorate. If that is so it
would be only a reasonable proposition
to allow the engineers a member, and to
allow the civil servants a member, and
to allow members to workers in other
directions. The proposal to put all the
timber workers in one electorate cannot
be advocafed by any member, and T cer-
tainly hope that in any redistribution of
seats the members of the Opposition will
pay striet attention to see that the elee-
torates are put on a fair basis, and that
a fair and enuitable distribution is made.
There have been remarks in regard to
the policy of the Lands Department. Tn
dealing with this I do not wish to iake
up any time, further than to say that
the complaint made by the Leader of
the Opposition in regard to the delay
that sometimes oceurs in selectors get-
ting on to their holdings is a fairly com-
mon complaint. I could hring several
instances to show how men in the timber
country in the South-West have made
applications for years, only to find that
they were refused on the ground that
there was marketable timber on the land
applied for. I suppose there are over
100 applications in the Lands Depart-
ment from men who desire to make per-
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manenf homes. These men believe that
in their spare time, when their services
are not required in the timber centres, if
they had a few acres, say 100 aeres, they
conld do something towards improving
the land so that later on they would be
able to retive on to their holdings when
the timber industry waned. In regavd
to the timber industry, the position to-
day is that the State is getfing nothing
from it. We give away three-quarters
of a million acres to the eompanies, and
the timber is cuf off and hardly a seitler
is left behind. That is not a good poliey
for the State. It is not a good policy
for the Government to stand idly by,
leiting the companies aet as they are
doing, refusing to carry commodities
over their lines, and refusing to throw
open the areas euf out, and refusing to
give the opportunity to people who would
become permanent settlers. I hope the
Minister will give a good deal of atien-
tion to this, because every week there
are applications from persons wishing to
select. We should indnee them to select
the land and to settle on it where the
timher is denuded in order that these
men will have homes by-and-by and
so that the State will have in the
South-West a permanent instead of
the nomadie population there to-day.
One of the instanees is that of a settler
well known, T believe, to the member for
Murray, who made application for a
black in the Forvest district. That appli-
cation was made six months ago, and
owing to the delay he experienced in re-
ceiving replies he asked me to look inie
the maiter. The result was that a forest
ranzer was sent to report, and that offi-
eial found there was no fimber growing
on the area. The pround had been iet
10 years previously and forfeited, but
the wonld-be settler’s applieation was re-
fused on the ground that there was mar-
ketable timber on fhe land. Another
ranger reported that there were only three
acres of timber on the 170 acres. Sub-
seauently we find that Millars” Company
wanted the holding in order {0 rm a
tramway throungh it Jater on.  The sclee-
for was so anxious to get the land, and
make hi= home on it, that he gave per-
mission to the company to construet all
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roads and tramways they liked through
the 170-acre block. Ide did nol stand
in their way in any respect, and said he
would grant all their requests so long as
he got the [and. A reply was received
from Millars’ agreeing to allow the selee-
for to lhave the avea; bnt what do we
find? After the man had heen strung
on for six months, after the reports of
forest rangers had been received, and
after Millars’ had given permission for
him to go on the land, the Government
refused to allot the area. The veason
they gave was that they would want the
land later on for a State mill. I do not
think the Government will be so wildly
socialistic as to carry out that project,
although T hope they will. The reports
in the department to-day show there are
several areas available, with good water
supplies, etcetera, not far from the
locality in question that eonld be nsed
just as readily for a State mill, or any
other purpose the Government might re-
quire land for. The selector is almost
dishearfened after his six months nego-
tintions with the Government and, in faet,
is so despondent that I do not think he
will pay attention to the land any longer.
I hope that grievances like that, which
ave brought before the nofice of the Min-
ister very frequently from the South-
West, will receive more attention than
was given in the present ease. Tt must
he patent to the Ministry that if we ean
get a small percentage of settlers from
among the timber workers in the Sonth-
West, we will be doing well for the State.
At present these men contribute a good
deal to the revenue of the eountry. We
have the largest body of timber workers
we have ever had in the Stale, and there
are hundreds of the finest axemen in the
world making their living here now. The
timber industry is, however, a dying one,
and will not recover as fast as it is being
cut out. No serious effort is being made
in the way of afforestation, and the in-
dustry must, in a few years, die away, [
have seen reports from some companies
stating what they have done in the way
of afforesiation hy bringing abont im-
provements in the conditions, and by try-
ing to preserve the forests so that the
young timber is given a chance to grow.
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We find, however, that no attention has
been paid to this yueslion np fo the pres-
ent. Last year it was advertised abroad
that there were millions of acres of virgin
forest in thizs country awaiting the axe,
1 read advertisements o this effect and
gave proof of it last session, and 1 hope
this policy will cease. Western Austra-
lia 1o-day bhas not too much timber for
her own requirements. Of course, we ean
continue for a few years, but what is
thar in the history of a nation? The other
States are in a worse position still, and
they will be looking to Western Austra-
Jia n a few years {o supply them with
timber and, in addition, there will he
great local demands upon vur timber re-
sources. For our railways an inereased
gquaniiiy of sleepers will be needed. The
Powellising process has increased the life
of sleepers, but there will be a big demand
for them in a few years, and the sooner
we wake up to that fact the hetter.
The Premier, in the cowrse of his re-

marks, referred to cerlain  state-
ments made as  to  dissatisfaction
with the Government in some parts

of the Siate, and he spoke of an
agitation by “a politieal dereliet who had
heen dropped by the Labour party and
had been refused admission inte the Min-
isterial fold.” This reference was rather
mifair and unfortunate, and the Premier’s
very words contradiet themselves. TIn the
first place Mr. Keyser—the gentleman re-
ferred to—Is not a resident of Bridge-
towin, where the alleged disturbanee iank
place; then, if he is such a politieal dere-
lict he would not have been ahle to raise
the agitation that existed; he would not
have a following of 200 men who have a
siake in the couniry, and who gathered at
Bridwetown to protest against the aetions
of the Governmenf. Instead of shoulder-
ing all the blame and responsibility apon
a poor unfortunate individual, who has
never done much harm, or perhaps much
gond, the Govermment should fake the
responsibility themselves and  candidiy
admit that in some parts of the country
they are not as popular as they might he.
I am rather sorry to note that a recon-
struelion has taken place. or that a shufile
of the cards has oceurred, so far as one
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department of the Government is con-
eerned. I am not so pleased with the
changes effected in the Works Depart-
menl, and I de not look for so much
sympathy from the present Minister in
carrving out the work of his olfice as
from the late Minister from whom, with
all his faults—and there were a good
many of them—I always received a very

fair deal. It is generally recognised
among a large body of industrial
workers [kat they had a better friend

in the late Minister for Works than they
have in the present holder of the office.
I desive tuv give credit where credit is
due. As to the present Minister I do
not think he is going to he very enthusi-
astic about the departimental construe-
tion of railways. We saw only a few
days azo that a contract was let for the
Port Hedland-Marble Bar railway to
Smith & Tinuns, while a couple of days
ago the Busselton jelty was let to a pri-
vate individual. It will be said that the
depurtment put in an estimate, that
they ealculated the cost and put in a
tender; thot 1= all very well, but I would
socner see in charge of the Works De-
partment 2 man more sympathelic with
departmental construelion, and with the
carrving on of (hat departinent, than
the present Minister, Of course, he may
turn out a belter man than the late Min-
ister.

The Minmisier for Works:
had no experience of him.

Mr, O’'LOGHLEX: Only as to Llhe
other depavtment which he was in charge
of: but T go by the feeling in the coun-
try. I have bheen informed in various
parts of the State, and have heen iold by
hundreds of people here sinee the new
Minister was appointed, that he is not re-
garded favourably as was the case with
the late Minister.

You have

Mr. Taylor: But he was a good Trea-
surer.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: The fact that he
has been given another department is evi-
dence that the Ministry, or the Ministerial
party, were not as satisfied with his work
as Treasurer as they might have been.
Unfortunately, the deficit is growing, but
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there is no need to deal closely with the
finaneial proposals now, as probably in
a couple of weeks the Premier will make
his fioancial statement. I recognise that
this question requires the attention both
of Ministerialists and Oppositionists, for
we must fry to do something to stop

the present drift from econtinuing.
Apparently the change of Ministers
has wnot done that, for month by
month, with monotonous regnlarity,
a  further defleit is reported. T

hope during the next few weeks some
praposals will be fortheoming to improve
the position, and that the united wisdom
of members will be concentrated on the
question of bringing forward some pro-
posals which will improve the financial
position of the State. The wember for
Claremont (Mr. Foulkes) made some sug-
gestious in his speech to his constituents.
Mr. Taylor: A few civil servants.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : The meeting
was advertised as one of his elee-
tors. He sugpested that the sal-
aries of members of the TUpper

House should be reduced by £100 a
year. I am not in sympathy with ihat.
T contend that there is no justifieation for
the other Hounse at all, bnt if it does exist
it is only vight that we should pay
members the salaries ihey reccive to-day.
After all, that is a very small matter, and
there is nothing statesmanlike about the
suggestion. Tt savours of the reform
proposals introduced last session for the
taxation of amusements, land agents, to-
bacconists, eteetera. Another suggestion
was to abolish the refreshment bar at Par-
liament Hourse during recess. If the
member for Claremont were o take his
own expenditure in that respeet as any
criferion—I am not referring to him in
an uncomplimentary way-—but if he were
to take the expenditnre of the average
member during recess, he would find there
would be very little saving, even if his
reform were bronght about. That pro-
poszal alse is unworthy of serious con-
sideration, or, at all events, to he placed
hefore his constituents at a special meet-
ing.
of the refreshment rooms dnring recess,
and T suppose one could count them on
the fingers of one’s hand. 1 hope other

Very few members take advantage -
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members will bring forward proposals of
a more statesmanlike character as to the
reforms in financial matters than the ones
I have menkioned. I will say no more. T
will have an opporhinity when the Esti-
mates come on of dealing with the several
matters reguiring atteniion, and I trust
that the position of affairs in regard to
the working of legislation in this country
will be more satisfactory this session than
during the last, ¥ hope for a good deal
in the way of industrial legislation, and
would Hke Lo see the awendment to the
Woarkers’ Compensation Aet carried. Also
an amendment should he made to the Ar-
bitration Act, and a little more attention
should be paid to the factory workers in
the City. So far as the franchise reform
is concerned, I hope the Government will
reconsider their decision, and if not pre-
pared to give us adult suffrage for the
Upper House, go at all events so far as
to grant household suffrage, and so allow
the large body of electors in Western
Australia an opportunity of saying who
is to make the legislaiion or who is fo
control the affairs of the people.

Mr. SWAN (North Perth): The hon.
memher for Torrest said that ihe dis-
cussion on lhe Address-in-Reply appears
to be getting unpopular. I quite agree
with him. Possibly if the discussion were
abandoned altogether, it might he to the
advantage of the country. There are Just
two or three sinall maiters T want to
speak upon before the motion is put. I
was anxious to lhear some of the Minis-
ters in reply to some of the things that
were stated hy this side before T got up
te speak, bul they do not seem to show
any disposilion in that way. Therefore I
will get rid of my few remarks and allow
the thing to go. In the first place, the
most important matter we have to eon-
sider is the question of finance. The
Premier fold us in his pre-sessional
speech thal he had no misgivings in re-
gard to the finances of the State. T am
pleared he has not; he is about the only
man in this eountry who has not very
considerable misgivings about them. What
appears to me as a new member, a mem-
ber of about twelve months standing, to
be one of the most necessary things to
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he dome in acnnection with Parlizment
is to modernise the machinery of Gowv
ernment. IF svme altention were devoted
to that, there would be more likelihood
of getting the wishes of the people given
expression to than is the case at the pre-
seni fime. As far as the Address-in-Re-
ply is coneerned, it seems to me to con-
sist of throwing bouquets by snpperters
of the Ministers and the heaving of bricks
by members of the Opposition, and judg-
iny Ly the effect upon the Ministers, I
ihink we might save ovurselves the trouble
on. both sides. Tn iny opinion, as I said,
there is every necessity for modernising
the machinery of Government, but there
seems to be no disposition on the part of
the presemt occupants of the Ministerial
henches to lake any slep in that diree-
tion. The Labour party have a provision
in their platforin whereby the wishes of
the people ean be given effect to betler
than anvthing we have had from the other
side, that is hy the adoption of the prin-
ciple of referendum. If this principle
were adopted it would gel over the diffi-
eulix in eonnection with the Upper
House, and we wonld ab least have the
wishes of the people given effect to there.
T think too there are many other matters
of’ importance fthat might be dealt with in
the same way. The member fir Forrvest
referved to the question of (he redistribu-
tion of seals. 1 uite agree with him that
redisiribution of seats is very neecessary
tn wmve the people of the State a fair
deal. As far as I am concerned I have
no anxiety to be called upon to repre-
zeni the wishes nf 8000 electors in this
House. while the Minister for Works has
only to represent the wishes of some 1,200
T do not think this iz a fair thing at all.
A zood denrl has been said about the fact
that T represent a minority of the electors
of North Perth. Possibly T do, but T have
ne desire to be in that position, My
onlv wish is that as far as possible the
electors should he given fair representa-
tion: it does not matter whether they are
supporiers of the Government or sup-
porters of the Labour party. As far as
I am coneerned it i= no particular desire
of mine that the Labour party should
neenpy the Ministerial henches. My chief
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goncern is tv see the wishes of the people
given effect to, nnd the question with me
is measures and not individuals. I do not
care who gives us the legislation, as long
a5 we get it. As far as I am concerned if
the present Ministry are prepared o give
us the legislation asked for by a large
majorily of people in the country, then
I am guite prepared to aceept it from
them. T think a lot vf time is wasted hy
the bitterness shown heiween parties, T
feel that when we have fonght our haitles
at the elections far move good will he
done for the people if we drop a lot of
the parly bitterness and devote our atten-
tion to the legiskatinon before us and do
the hest for the interesis of the Stale we
govern. I hope my remarks are not giv-
ing an impression that all the bitterness
eomes from this side. I recognise there is
bitierness shown on both sides, and as
fav as I am concerned T am a bitter op-
ponent of the poliey of the preseut Gov-
ernment. T will fight them when a general
election comes alony, and [ will fizht their
pelicy all the time. But I think once a
general eleclion is over, more energy might
bhe devoted to the econsileration of the
welfare of the State rather than the wet-
fare of any particular party. The Pre-
mier in lis pre-sessional speech prom-
izsed Upper House reform. Az far as I am
concerned I do not take the thing very
seriously, Before T became a member of
Parlinment T was nol quite satisfied about
the earnestness of the present Ministerial
party in conneetion with that partienlar
proposition.  We found eandidates for
the Legislative Assembly fighting elee-
tions pledging themselves to the reform
of the Upper Houze by way of reduced
riualifieation, eteetern: at the same {ime
we found members of the same party go-
ing round and snpporting eandidates for
the Upper House who were absolutely
pledzed to voie against a proposition of
that deseription. That is sufficient for me
about the earnestness with which the Go-
vernment were approaching this ques-
tion. Tn that connection T agree to alarge
extent with the contention of the hon.
member for Forrest. The Ministerial party
who are standing in the way of this re-
form will have to snffer eventually as a
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result of their failure Lo recognise what
the bulk of the people are asking for and
as a vesult of their indifference to the ery
of the people for more democratic mea-
sures. It is an absolute impossibility, in
my opinion, to get any measures on the
statute-book as far as industrial legisla-
tion is eoncerned that will give fair play
to the workers while we have the Legis-
lalive Council existing as it is at present
constitufed.

Mr. Jacoby: I do not think they have
thrown out anything.

. SWAN: They uever throw out
anything at all.  We have a sufficiently
strong reactionary party or a conservative
party in this Chamber fo efficiently pre-
vent anvthing of that kind, but it is al-
most inconeeivable that the Government,
practieally the same (Government which
is oecupying the Treasury bench to-day,
sent aleng to that Chamber during the
life of the last Parliament a land tax,
and had it thrown back i their teeth,
after whieh they nccepted it practically
withoul a murmur. .

The Minister for Works: It is on the
statute-hook now.

Mr. SWAN: That Aect is not upon the
statute-book; what s on  the statuie-
hook is a hybrid imitation of that particu-
Iar measure, and as far as T am eon-
eerned it is of very little effect.

The Mimister for Works: It dJdoes not
affect you.

Mr. SWAN: No, certaindly not, and ii
does nol aifect a great many more people
that it should affect. whe are more in
agreement with the lon. mentleman’s
polifical opinions than [ am. If it did we
would not have so mueh (rouble ahout the
extension of the vailway system for the
purpose of opening up our agrieultural
lands. During the debate on the last Ad-
dress-in-Reply 1 said that there was a
large area of land lying close o our
existing railways, the owners of which
Tand were nob attempting to use it in the
interests of the State. That statement was
made nat only by wmyself, but hy other
members of ilhe Opposition, and it was
denied by Ministers.  Notwithstanding
that faei. in the pre-sessional speech at
Bunhury we find the Premier saying thal
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he sounded a note of warming 1o those
people holding unused Jands along the
ralways. Why then this necessity for the
warning?  Nothing has malerialised;
the warning simply stopped there. Whilst
we have the present Legislative methods
it is only natural that the demoecratic por-
tion of the people of the State should
look not to the State but to the Federal
Parliament for the legislation that they
desire to see placed on the statute-book.
1t is only natural that they should go tu
the Federal Parliament for reasonable and
fanr industrial laws. FEven in the case of
the shop assistants we find them preparing
tor an appeal to the Federal Arbitration
Court in connection with rates of wages,
eteetera. Ii is no wonder {o me that this
class of people, although np to recently
they have not been looked upon as sirong
supporters of the party I belong to, are
thoronghly disappeinted with the present
Government to whom they looked for a
fair deal. We found last session that
there was a lot of talk about the Saturday
half-holiday.  That is a proposal which
has my strongest support, and it is of
sufficient importance to have elaimed some
attention from the present Ministry. It
has not received any attention, and it is
only natural that the people concerned
should be looking somewhere else for as-
sistance. Another matter I want to have
a word or two to sny upon before T sit
down is that double-barrelled atroeity, the
Minister for Lands’ proposed relrench-
ment, or what he considers necessary re-
trenchment in the puhlic service combined
with land settlement. This is a thing
which is beautiful in theory, but T am
afraid it will work out to the disadvant-
age of the State in practice. Taking a
commonsense view of the thing it appears
to me that the result of appealing to these
people will be that the very men most
required to do the work in these depart-
ments will be those who will apply to go
on the land. T do not want to he mis-
understood. T thoroughly believe that in
ibe ranks of onr civil servants we have
some of the best and most efficient em-
ployees of any State in Australia. T am
just as well satisfied that we have a
pretty fair percentage of wasters there;
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and in my opinion whether or nnt the
proposed reirenchment is necessary the
Ministers in charge of the several de-
partments should have sufficient pluek to
throw {he wasters ont. If they are suit-
able for the purpose they could then be
placed upon (ke land. But the trouble
with the jresent seheme will he found to
be that as it encowrages the efficient offi-
cers to leave the service and go upon the
L it i< nal doing the best in the in-
teres.s of the State. [f this system is
goidd, why not apply ii to the wages men
on the roilways? ienerally speaking
these men would he far more likely to
make sucecesstul farmmers than would be
the alficers of the clerical division. Yet it
is unever attempted in connection with
any retrenehment in the Railway Depart-
ment or auy other department from the
employees of which we might reasonably
expeet goud results as settlers on the land.

AMr. George: Are there any wasters in
the Railway Department?

Mr. SWAN: Yes. Possibly the mem-
ber for Murray thinks they are fewer now
than formerly.

Me. George: There ave not many in the
Railway Department.

Al S8\WAN: The Railway Department.
like every otlier department, has lost
valnuble ofticers through  retrenchment,
and | as well as the wember for Muarray
could lay my hands on a geod many was-
ter= in the Railway Department and other
departments to-day. However, they will
nat be found among the 7s. and 8s. o day
men, who are generally worked out when
any pet scheme of vetrenchment comes
along. There is another matter I am
clad to =ce mentioned in il Premier's
pre-sessional speceh, namely, the yquestion
of the deveinpment of the Nerth-West,
Novwithstamding the attenticn the Premier
has devoted to that matier and the faet
that lie helieves he realises the great pos-
sihilities of 1he North-Wesr, T dn not
think the Premier cr any otber member
of the House who has not made a lengthy
visit to that part of the eountry thor-
oughly appreciates the potentialities of
that portion of the State.

The Honorary Minister: In the way
of ~torms?
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Mr, SWAN: Well yes, T know its pos-
sibilities in that regard and also in re-
spect to the land. The disirict least
known to the average man in Western
Australia is the Ashburton distriet. It is
suffering at the present time from lack of
freilities.  Tls shipping facilities are al-
most an impossibilily, and in that con-
neetion I think the Marbour and Light
Department might pay some attention to
its material wants. In connection with
the port of Ashburton, which iz merely a
roadstead, ithe steamers have to lie nboub
one mile and a half from the jetty; and
whilst we have the Harbour and Light
Department eonirolling the jelty and the
tramway from the ocean to the township,
we lave a privale firm controliing the
lighters conveying produce and goods
brought up by the business people and the
pastoralists of the distviet.  This par-
ticular firm of lighter owner< have a mon-
opely. and seeing that the same firm own
one of Lhe stores in the town il gives them
a very unfaiv pull over theiv competitors.
And whilst the people in Ouslow are not
getting a very fair deal in that regard
the people who have stock to export to
the metropolis or to any other portion of
Mvstralia have no praeticable chance of
sending it oul through Onslow. For it you
wish to ship a horse at Onslow veu will
find the lighterage costs from 30s. to £2.
In view nof the value of the land in the
distriet it would be well if hetter faeili-
ties could be provided. T recoxnise that
the Clovernment have a very diffieult
question to face in connection with the
development of the North-West.  They
have very little in the way of natural
harbours to assist them, and it will be a
eizaniie task to provide the shipping
facilities necessary to apen up that par-
ticular countrv. I alzo recognise that
while the land is held as at present it is
practieally impossible for the State to de-
rive a fair return for the money required
to provide these facilities te which T have
referred, T thisk it woald be well if
the people of this State generally under-
stood the eondition of affairs in the North-
West better than they do. Perhaps it
will be news to mosi hon. members to
know thai from Onslow inland along the
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river, eomprising some of the finest land
in Western Australia, one man holds un-
-der pastoral lease both sides of the river
for 60 miles.

Mr. George: What does he do with
it?

Mr. SWAN: He runs sheep, cattle and
hwrses, but he spends very little money
on the place. This man holds about one
million aeres of the finest land in the
State—perhaps the finest land in Aus-
tralia—and he is paying, certainly not
more than 10s, a thousand acres per an-
num. It wounld be interesting to peruse
a veturn showing the actual revenue de-
rived from that holding. Whilst he holds
all this land I do not suppose £5,000 has
been spent on it in the way of improve-
ments darving the whole time it has been
in his hands. I want to know if that
is giving the State a fair deal for the
areat asset it has in that partieular pre-
perty? The river is not always running,
certainly, but if that land were still with-
in the eontrol of the State, it would afford
great scope for water eonservation, and
practieally nnlimited possibilities for
tropical culture, I recognise the position
many members of this House are in in
respect to this quesiion, because I know
the position T was in myself before I
visited that part of the countrv. One
must see the country to realise its pos-
sihilities. But what are we to do while
one man holds a million acres at a rental
of 10s. a thousand aeres? 1 am quite
salisfied that even if a system of water
congervation were adopled and the best
use made of the land 10,000 acres of
that country wounld earry as many head
of steck and give just as mood a result
as is being derived from the whole million
acres to-day. I dn.nol want to appear
personal, but T faney the holder of this
partienlar property does not enjoy a re-
putation for large-heariedness. I do not
want fo say that he is notorious for his
meanness, but hon. members can judge
for themselves when T tell them that this
is the property on which some time ago
a laim was made for medical attendance
to diseased blacks, and the zentleman who
holds this vast area of wonderfully fertile
land absolutely refused to pay for their
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medical treatment. I understand that for
some time afterwards he was refused per-
wission to employ native labour, and
rightly se too. On the whole of that
great estate I suppose there are not more
than 20 persons employed, black and
white, the majority being blacks. That
brings me to the question of
aborigines. [ cannot say thal I saw any-
thing in the way of brutal treatment of
natives while up there. Indeed they ave
faivly well treated. They are utilised
to do work about the station, and hil
positions as shearers, teamsters, and Lhe
like. I am given to undevstand that one
pastoralist in that part of the State has
as Lis leading teamster a black gin. She
is the teamster in clharge, and there are
several white teamsters cmployed by the
same man. This is the way the natives
are treated wp there, TWe find that in
his report the Chief Protector suggesis
how we are to deal with the aborigines
question. [ do uot think there is any
harm in these people being employved,
for they are better employed than being
allowed to remain idle; but I think the
morve sensible and econonical  way  of
dealing with the guestion would be for
the Government o insist on the emplox-
ers of these natives paying ua certain
amount to the Stale for their labour.
It would be useless to pay the blacks
themselves fur their labour, but if the
pastoralist were compelled to pay to the
State a reasonable amount for the labour
of the aborigines it would provide scmne
of fhe thousands of pounds which the
Chief Protector tells us will he required
by his department in the near fuiuve.
So far as the treatment of diseased
nafives and their removal to the hospi-
tals are concerned, it would he all very
well if the work were being properly
carried out, but it is not. It is quiie a
by-word on some of the stations up theve
that diseased natives are still abont the
eountry, Where is the utility of this
isolation scheme if diseased natives arve
still allowed to remain on the mainland?
If the Government undertake the res-
ponsibility of dealing with the guestion
at all they should deal with it thorough-
ly. The member for Pilbara last night
mentioned the Aslatic question, which is
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becoming a very serious question indeed.
I recognise it is largely a matter for the
Federal Parliament; still I think the
State Government might show a great
deal more sympathy with the adminis-
tarton of the YWhite Australia poliey
than they have done up to date. It is
quite a common thing in the North-West
to find what ave, strietly speaking, pro-
hibited immigrants wandering aboul,
When T was at Onslow there was a smaxgt
voung Chinaman emploved as  waiter,
and ne one dreamed that he had less
right (o be there than white people, uu-
til  aL  race-time  another Chinamay,
whese money he had won at gambling,
put him away to the authoriiies as a
prohibited immigrant. Ti is praectieally
impossible tuv shut them out under the
existing conditions, while the steamears
trading along that coast are allowed to
call at intermediate ports. particularly
at ap isclated port sueh as Onslow.

Mr, Jacoby: It would be a bad thing
for the ports if the steamevs were not
allowed to eall.

My, SWAN: I take a great deal of
credit to myself that 1 disagree with (he
hon. member on that particolar point,
There is nothing to prevent the white-
labour hoais earrying the things now
carried by the black-labowr boats. T
would not be surprised if the member
for Swan (dMr. Jacoby) opposes the
White Australia poliev. Of course he
would nut dare to do it openly, else Le
would not save his skin, At present
there i= a line of steamers carrving
goods to Lhose ports with white erews.

My, Jacoby: Onee a month only,

Mpr, SWAN: But there is no reason
why that sysiem could not he extended
if the black-labour boats were {hrown
our of competition. We can quite under-
stand that a white-labour hoat has uot
much chance of competing with a black-
tabour bnail so far as cheapness is con-
cerned. But where the White Austra-
lia policy is at siake 1 consider that it
iz up to the Guvernment to take some
action {o prevent this kind of thing
going on. hecause while the present eon-
dition of things continues it is impos-
sible to exclude these aliens, particular-

Iy, as I said, at a port like Onslow. Tt~
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is ecommon knowledge that after dark
boats go into the Ashburton from no vne
kuows whenee, and leave hefore dawn
for no one knows where. It caunot be
for trading purposes in the cirenm-
stances, But I do not want it to be
thought that the anthorities np there are
neglectful, becanse many of the officials
there are as ardent advocates of a White
Australia as T am. The faet is it is
absolutely impossible to enforce the laws
at Onslow at the present time. I do not
know that this matter mueh econcerns.
our Clovernment, but it does no harm for
members tv hear of this eondition nf
affairs, and T ean prove my vemarks. [
do nnt intend to worry members any
further in regard to new legislation he-
cause when the Bills come along we will
have an opportunity of disenssing them;
and I do not want to set a bad example
by talking at length on the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply, when, as a matter
of faet, I believe that the whole discus-
sion might he drepped sltogether: but
there were one or twe points T wished
to touch on that [ would not otherwise
have the opportunity of speaking on.
For thav reason T hope T will be for-
given for taking up so much of the time
of hon. members,

The MINISTER I'OR WORKS (Hon.
Frank Wilson): The air of calm during
the disenssion of the Address-in-Reply
seems to have had the effect of making
everyone very weary and loth to rise to
address themselves {o the subject under
discussion. I have that feeling, more es-
pecially hecause the eriticisms levelled at
the Governor's Speech, framed of course
by the Government in order to sel forth
therein {he poliey of the Government,
have not called for any special ddefence
at the hands of Ministers. T may per-
haps deal, first of all. briefly with one or
two matters that are not connected with
the questions dealt with in that Speech.
1t seems that the remarks that fell from
the member for Forrest (Mr, O'Loghlen)
with regard to our great timber industry
are rather contradictory. First of all the
hon. member adveeated the econservation
and reservation for the Government use
of the existing forests. I agree with him
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that the Government ought, and the Gov-
ernment inlend to take steps, to reserve
certain {imher areags in order thal the
Publie Works Department and the Rail-
way Pepariment may have a sufficient
supply for their own use for some vears
to come. That is a legitimate and very
proper course (o pursue; but on the other
hand, although the hon. member talked
about conserving the forests, he immedi-
ately advocated the further extension of
the railway towards Marradong so that
the timher hewers might have further op-
portunity of extending their operations.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The hon. member has
mistaken me. A permit has already been
granted,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then
does the hon. member advoeate thal there
should be no further grants to the timber
hewers when that arvea is cut out?

Mr. O'T.oghlen: They will have annther
eight years there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not-
withstanding that we have a great asset
in onr jarrah forests we must remember
that as the timber matures, when it is ripe
for cutting. that is the proper time to fell
it and send it to market; and we have
tens of then<ands of loads of timbher in
Western Australia that should be eut and
converied to a proper size and <ent to the
market in order that the conntry may have
tlie benefit. Another of the hon. mem-
ber’s arguments was thai the country did
not reccive a penny from the industry,
that the country had nothing in the shape
of a fair return. T think T understood him

to say.

AMr, O’Loghlen: No. not safficient re-
iurn.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I

want to point out there is a very small
pereentage of the returns on the sale of
our fimnher that is not spent within the
borders of Western Australia, and more
partienlarly spent in the pavment of
wages for the employment of labour,
which is the hest return that any country
can get from any industry of this de-
seription,

Mr. (PLoghlen: Could not the State do
better?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: How
could lhe Staie do hetter {han get 95 per
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cent. of the value of the product ex-
pended in its own borders for the purpose
of felling the timber and converting it
into a marketable size?

Mr. Taylor: Do we get 95 per cent.?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
et that and in some cases we get 100 per
cent. and a little loss into the bavgain. T
agree with the remarks of the member for
North Perth (M. Swan) with regard to
my predecessor, the member far Fre-
mantle (Hon. ). Price}. I am sorey in-
deed ihat the state of the hon. membher’s
health necessitated his rvesignation, and
that it also necessitated a reorzanisation
and the taking over of that depart-
meit by myself once move. Y am sorry
the hon. member thinks that T am net
of that syvmpathetic nature that will bring
suneecessful administration to that depart-
ment. T mterjected that the hon. member
had had no experience of me; and I ven-
ture to think, in all humility, that if he
will take the opportunity of inguiring
he will find that the opinion of anyone
who has had any eonnection with me in
my husiness career, or has had an oppor-
tunity of working Ffor me, will noi ex-
aclly hear out the opinion the hon. mem-
her appears to have gathered on street
corners, from, perhaps, some of those
wasfers that he characterised as having
been in the Railway Department. T de
not profess to he entirely in favour of
the departmental construetion of works.
I never have professed to he in favour
ol that svstem, [ believe that we get
the best vesults for our money by bhring-
ing in the eompetition of the individual,
and on more {han one oceasion T have ex-
pressed the view to this House that so
long as I was in charge of the Works
Department I was prepared to do the
work in the cheapest manner po-sible
in the interests of the State. T have ear-
ried out that prineiple [ think suceess-
fally. When T was previously in eontrol
of this department T elearly stated to the
Leader of the Opposition that whatever
was the cheapest method of eonstruction T
intended fo adopt it, and I adopted the
deparimental method on several railways
that were being constructed in my time,
successfully. I am not prepared to de-
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part from thai to-day, but wherever I
can get a confract let on terms equally
favourable to the State then I give the
preference to the coniract system over
the departmental system. There bas been
no mistake in my views in that respect,
andl anyene who knows me is aware that
I have not hidden those views from the
public. 1 have endeavoured to ecarry them
out, and [ believe I have carried them
out suecessfully in the inierests of the
State. There wag one olher point referred
to by the wember for North Perth that T
wish to mention in passing, and that is
that the workers ot fhis State could not
et a fair deal from the Government. I
have vet fo learn hy fuller explanation on
the part of the hon, memher or others
why the hon. mewher should make a state-
ment of that deseripbon. T do not know
where the workers have found a lack of
sympathy in any Minister of this Ad-
ministration when anv case is put before
him. .

Ay, Gill:  What abhont making office
furniture in the prison?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
has (hat te do wiih the question of the fair
treatment of the workers of the State?
It has absolutely nothing to do with it.
I maintain that the hon. member cannot
bring forward or substantiafe any case
where the waurkers have been unfairly
treated hy the orders of Ministers.

Mr. Bolton: What abont the printing
in prisen?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
dety the Lon. member to prove where the
prinding employees have been unfairly or
badly treated by the Government, Why
does 1ot the member for North Perth in-
steadl of bringine statements before the
House hiine proof? Proof is all we ask.
The complaint that the workers of the
State cannot et fair play is  hardly
borne out by the workers of certain sec-
tions of the community to-day. We have
the proper tribunal for these people to
go to, and vet when we find them avail-
ing themselves of the opportunity of get-
ting an award. in very few cases indeed
do they stand by that award when it is
given. That is my experience. Take the
Collie award; did they stand to that for
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five minules ! Nol at all. Take the timber
workers’ award; did thev siand o chat?
No.

My, Swan: Do you think the timber
award was a fair deal to the workers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was the award of the tribunal.

Mr, Swan: Appointed by the present
conservative (Government.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Governmeni have nothing to de with the
awards of that tribunal.

Mr, Swan: They have {o do wilh the
constitntion of the Court.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Ab-
solitely nollhing; the only appointment
is that of (he Judgze, and be is chosen on
the recommendation of the Chief Justice.
'The other representalives are appointed
hyv thuse interested, the employers an the
one hand and the workers on the other.
Whal sort of a tribunal does the hon,
member want?

Mr. Swan: It is strange the workers
want lo get before the Federal Court.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Does
the hon. member want a tribunal that will
always he bhiassed on the side on one of
the parties? s thal the direction and
frend of his thongbtz T Apparently it is,
[t goes withont saxing that so leug as Mr.
Justice Burnside, the presilent of the
Court, gives awards which are favour-
able to the workers he is the very Judge
they want. bul directly he ventures. on
the evidence brought hefore him, 1o give
an award which is. perhaps, Lo some ex-
tent, in favour of the emplovers, e is
the man who should be removed,  That
is not wivine a fair deal to the Arbitration
Court. Tt iz noi a tair expression of opin-
inn to make so far as the Judge who pre-
sides over that Court is enncerned, vnd T
anmi gorry to think the member wemld in-
siunate Yor one moment that the Judee is
not the praper man to preside.

Mr. Swan: Thd | make a reference to
the Judee?

The MINISTER FOR WORIIS: Most
decidedly: by interjection. T.et me briefly
refer to a matter which was mentioned hy
the Leader of the Opposition vesterday.
I max say in passing, {hat althouzh T
listened very carefully to his remarks, I
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could hardly hear anything fresh in them,
and if I elosed my eyes, which I may say
T did on several oecasions, 1 eould im-
agine it was the Address-in-Reply speech
delivered by him in each of the last three
or four vears. There was a continnation
of that wail, which was apparent in each
of the speeches he delivered, to the effect
that everything was going fo rack and
ruin, that the finances weve very bad, that
we would soon he in the bankruptey eonrt,
and there was the everlasting complaint
that had the Labour policy of four or
five years ago been earried we would
have heen saved all this loss, and would
now he on the high road to prosperity,
with an overflowing Treasury chest. I
eannot agree with any suggestion of that
sort.

Mr. Taylor: It is nol expected that
vou would.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
one expeets it, and I venture to think
all will agree with me that had the “mark-
time” poliey of our predecessors of four
vears ago been continued by the present
Administration, whieh it has not, we
would have had nothing but sheer dis-
aster brought upon this State.

A, Angwin: Instead of the prosperity
viu now have.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes;
instead of the present prosperity.

Me. Holman: With a depreciation of
40 per eenl. in the value of City proper-
ties.

The AMINISTER FOR WORKS:
Brought about by our predecessors. The
only thing that characterised our pra-
decessors was their policy. Of course,
they had, in addition to that poliey, to
eomplete a eertain legaey of publie
works which had been handed to them
by the James Administration, which
went before. The Leader of the QOpposi-
tion is continually claiming eredit for
the wonderful expenditure from revenue
and loan votes that oecurred when the
Labour parly were in power, but T men-
tion now, as I have done on many pre-
vipus oceasions, that this was only the
completion of public works which thewr
predecessors had iniliated and com-
menced, and which they were bound tu
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earry oul. The comparisons of expendi-
ture From revenue during that year of
1904-3 are completely threadbare. They
have been controverted time after time,
and proved to be erroneous on repeafed
occasions, and it seems to me it is pas-
sing strange that the only point in the
administration of this Government which
mei with anv semblance of approval
from the Leader of the Opposilion was
as to the resull of the recent Premiers’
Conference.  The Premier has fully
dealt with the agreement arrived at on
that ocension. and T may say, without
dealing with the finances, that I feel
we have sone reason to be satisfied with
the rvesull obtained. We can say we
have obtained the best settlement, so far
as our State is eoncerned, that could
have been obtained, no matter who had re-
presented the State on that oeeasion.
The Leader of the Opposition fought
with me three years ago for equitabile
terms as far as our State was concerned,
and a fair return of revenue to all the
States, but it seems to me, after reading
his publiec pronouncements of the past
mounth or two, that he now wishes to
hedge somewhat on the exeellent work
he did on ihe oceasion to which T re-
ferred. Notwithstanding the faet that
he approves in general terms of what
has been done, and that he eowpliments
ng somewhat and says we have some rea-
son to be proud of the efforts put forth
and the resulis obtained, still the fact
remains that he wishes now to attach to
the acceptation of these terms certain
conditions in regard to industrial legis-
lation and in regard to amendments to
the Constitution. which I take to be ihe
equalisation of the franchise of the
State Upper Houses with thal of the
Senate, or the abolition of the State

Upper House altogether., I helieve
that i= what  he 1s aiming at. Al

though this question may he a very im-
portant one from his siandpoint, and
that of those he represents, I wish to
peint oul that it has no bearing what-
ever an the great question of finanee. It
would be absolulely unwise to refuse a
final selrlement of that vexed fnaneial
problem  because any seetion of the
community could not get some matter
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in which they were inieresled Jdealt with,
and dealt with promptly.

Mr. Angwin: Do you think that agree-
ment will bring finality ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
hope it will, that is our aim. We got as
near lnality as we possibly could, inas-
wmuch as we have the existing power, the
Federal Government, pledged to intvo-
duce legislation in the direction of tha
agreement, to make it part of the Con-
stitution, if the people of Australia =a
will. To begin at onee to say that be-
wcpuse we cannol get exacily the indus-
trial legislation we require for any sen-
tion of the community, or that we eannot
vet some reform in the Upper Chambers
of the different State Parliaments, we
should block, possibly, the bringing into
effect of this financial arrangement is,
to my mind, unpatrviotic, and certainly
dlefrimental to the interests of our
people generally. I might just as well
take the same stand and say that be-
cause Ilederal legislation is far in ad-
vance of what I consider fo be right, that
15 a reason why T should oppose a setils-
ment of the financial problem. Or 1
might stipulate that we sheuld have
some other form of legislation, which 1
think would perhaps be in favour of Lhe
employers or property owners, or busi-
ness people generally, and that unless
I received that legislation I would not
accept this financial agreement. I hope
when (his malter is under discussion
here, as it will be shortly, all will be
banded together in order that we may
achieve suecess so far as we are con-
cerned, that we may receive the benefits
of the setilement for which we have
been fighting, and for which the Leader
of the Opposition fought with me three
vears ago. Ofherwise we are poing lo
have chaos, and we will have a return fo
the Federal Parliament, perhaps. of
people whou will be pledged in one way
or the other so far as the States are
concerned. whe will have liftle sym-
pathy perhaps with the great difficulties
which have te be overcome in all the
States in developing their resources, and
who in considering the question of
bringing finality to this finaneial ques-
tion wauld think, as= T am sorry to say
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a zuod many Federal members at pre-
senl do, that the Federal Governmeut
shonld take the first pull on the customs
and excise and, in faet, that they should
annex the whole of it without returning
one penny to the State.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Whiel of them hoid
that view?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Some
of the Federal Opposition members.

Mr. Underwood: Which ones?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
same argumenl applies to the question
of the transfer of State debts, The
Leader of the Opposition now advocales
that the State debts should be trans-
Lerved to the Federal Government, al-
though only tliree years age Le was of
the opposite opinion. On that oecasion
he absolutely opposed any transfer of
State debts, and the arguments he ad-
vanced at that time have been advaneced
on every occasion on which we have had
a Conference since. He argued that it
was not in the interests of the State that
the debts should be transferred, that no
advantage could be shown in the way
of flotation, and eertainly that very
egreal disadvantages must aeerue if the
powers of the State were at all erippled
in the borrowings necessary to earry oat
publie works fur the development of
its resources. I am swrprised to think
that he should alter his opinion in this
conneclion, and I hope that this matter
also will receive fair and broad consider-
ation at {he hands of the people of this
State. They must take into considera-
tion whether we ean possibly earry on if
crippled in our borrowings. T shall nat
lere venture Lo express an opinion as
to the purpose for which the borrowing
is done, but if it is carried out legiti-
mately, as T maintain we have done dur-
ing the past four ur five years in this
State, and prior to that time, the policy
must be continued if we are properly to
develnp the States. This question must
be considered by the people. and also
whether we c¢an hope to establish indus-
tries and carry on our great land settle-
ment poliev, whether we can get people
to ecome to our shores and assist in ereat-
ing wealth in Western Australia, if we
are to be hampered in the raising of
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the necessary money for capital expen-
diture in connection with these great
undertakings. If that matter is con-
sidered, and it ought to be considered
apart from any settlement of the finan-
cial question as far as revenue is con-
cerned, then surely we ecan, as T said
before, join together in order to get the
agreement which has so far been adopt-
ed. and hring about finality, and then
consider, after we have had the Royal
Commission’s report, the transfer of
State debts ; but to allow either of
these guestions to come imto con-
fliect with the neceptance or the ve-
Jjection of the agreement, I venture to
say would he faial to the interests nf
onr State. I was aecused of misrepre-
genting and distorting the remarks of
the leader of the Opposition in an in-
terview [ had with the Press, after he
bad spoken at Kalgoorlie and Boulder.
I shauld be sorry indeed to think that [
had misrepresented or distorted the hon.
member’s remarks, but T am sorry the
Leader of the Qpposition did not stale
in what direction the alleged misrepre-
senlation oecenrred. If that had been
done perhaps I should have replied and
explained. or proved the attitude I toak
ap. That T am quite prepared te do ot
any (ime. Tr is passing strange that a
memher who acenses one of misrepre-
senting remarks, who in making his com-
parisons of expenditure between the
time that the Labour Government occu-
pied these benches and the present dav,
shonld also, to some extent leave oal
facts and fignres whieh would pnt rather
a different complexion on the eoneiu-
sions to he deawn. He showed, and took
grear kudes for it. that the expenditure
from revenue on public works in 1903
was £247,000 wreater than the amount
expended during lhe past finaneial vear
by the present Adminisiration. T admit
that is so. but why did nnt the Leader
of the Oppesition oo on (o explain to
the House that the revenue they bad (o
expend was £348,000 erealer than we had
to expend last vear. Tn addition to that,
why did he nol emphasise—although he
did make a passing vemark ahout 1l—
the faet that we had €183,000 mare iu-
terest and sinking fund to provide last
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year than his Administration in 19059
And furiher, how is it he passed over
the very patent fact that our population
has inereased by 34,000 people as eom-
pared with that period, which necessi-
fated provision by the Government for
all the requirements of that inereased
population in the way of edueation,
medieal attention, police protection, et-
cetera, which in itself amounted to some
£63,000.

Mr. Swan: £63,000 for 30,000 people?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: [ do
not say ahbsolutely for 30,000 people hat
mainly for these people, giving te them
extended facilities for education, police
proteetion, hospitals, and medieal com-
forts. We have this position, and it is
as well that we should have the other
side of the pieture. Tt is not well that
it shonld go forth to the people nf West-
ern Australia that {he Government have
heen extravagant in their administration.
Everv one should know to the contrary.
Tt 1= well that they should know that the
(tuvernment have had a very diffienlt
task to perform, and that the Govern-
ment have done their best to meet the full
requirements of the people, notwith-
sianding the faet that the revenue has
heon deelining. and T say it is as well
that memhers should know that these
firures totalled up, show that we were
€396.000 worse off last year than the
Labour Government whom the hon. mem-
ber referred to as being sueh careful ad-
ministrators, and expended such a large
sum of monev out of revenune an public
works. Is it any wondet that they were
able to expend out of revenue £247.000
on publie works more than we have been
ahle to do? Tt shows this faet. that
there was a balanee of £348.000 which
is an evidence of the economieal adminis-
tration of the present Government, I
do not eare who criticises the position;
it is an absolute fact that there is a
halance of £348.,000 shown to have been
saved by economical administraiion of
the presenl Government in derrensed
expenditure.

My . Taylor:
£400,000.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Never
mind the defieil: thal is the position.

And  the deficit of
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There is anoiher position, the unfair
ecomparison which has been made—may
I use the word ‘‘distortion,’” of figures
in the Leader of the Opposition’s speech
the olher day, or shall I say misrepre-
sentation? I do not like either of the
words; at any raie it is unfair compari-
son. The Leader of the Opposition made
a great song about our loan indehted-
ness. He aceused the Premier of having
made favourable eomparisons for his
purpose as far as the indebtedness per
head of the population was concerned,
I admit the Premicr did ihat and any-
one else would do so, but let it be an
accurate cowparison. The Premicer was
right and the Leader of the Opposition
was wrong. The Premier gave a proper
comparison, taking a favourable year.
The Leader of the Opposition yesterday
gave a comparison, taking wrong figures,
and L leave the House to draw its own
eonelusions as to which is the most re-
prehensible action on the part of Lhe
members concerned. The Leader of the
Opposition said that if the Premier had
compared the loan indebtedness of fonr
years, that is 1905 to 1909, he would
have found there would be n £10 per
head incrense in the four years. that is
in 1805 our indebtedness wasx €42 per
head whereas in 1909 it had risen o £72,
He omitted to proceed to show thal this
£62 did not include a loan floated cn the
8th June by the (hen Government of
£1,400.000. Tt was not ineluded in the
figures that the hon. member qunied.

AMr. Angwin: That is the loan vou
spent. N

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: We
spent portion of it. The bulk of that
loan was mertgaged. T ean assuwre the
han. miember,

Mr. Anewin: No. it was not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: OQu
the ather hand, the €72 which thie Leades
of the Opposition quoted for the 30th
June last ineluded, he did not mention
the facl. the loan of £1.443,000, which T
floated tn MMay last. Te put the eom-
parisan on an absolute equality and fair
basis we must inelude the loans floated
on both gecasions. Tn 1905 our indebted-
ness was £67 15s. 11d. per head. and on
the 30th June last 1t was £71 12s. 84,
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not an inerease of £10, hut an inerease
of £3 16s. 94. This seems to me to point
to the faet that the hon. member has
shown a lack of appreciation of the true
position.

My, Walker: You are counting the
babies that have been born since.

The MINISTER FOR WORLKS: 1
have not taken the hon. member’s babies
inio consideration. I wish to say that it
shows a lack of appreciation of the true
position on the part of the Leader of
the Opposition, and it seems to me it is
lainentable evidence of his desire to put
the blackest easc to the world as far as
Western Australia is concerned, with-
aut vegard to the true interests of the
State. I hope in future he will not fake
his tinaneial faith from that wonderful
financial rvecord he iz so fond of quoting.
the Bulletin, and that he will refrain from
using quotations from that journal, aad
give them as being something of a sound
finaneial character. I take exception fo
his statement that the berrowing poliev
of (he present Administration is respon-
sible for the financial stringency. Every
one must admit that the financial string-
envy which has come upoen the State of
Western Ausiralia had  commenced, af
any rate hefore the borvowing poliey of
the present Administralion was inaugur-
ated. It is eertaiuly, to my mind, res.
ponsible for the present stability of ihe
Staie. Tt 13 responsible for the prospect
of the enormously increased produetive-
ness of awr lands, and a large aceretion
in wealth in eonsequence. I think it wiil
be admitted that the poliey which was
initiated in the niek of time to prevent
a slhump in the State, a poliey of land
develavent. eonstructicn of agrienltu-
ral railvays—whether they are actually
paxinz ot the present time or nnt, is
responsible for the large alienation of
land since put under cultivation, and
larz~ increases in the ouiput of cereais.
1 venture also te think the prospeets of
the erming harvest this year are such
that we shall have a very big return is
hard cash to the producers of Western
Aunztralia

Member: Did the borrowing policy
bring the rains?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
borrowing policy has constructed works
and has put the people on te the land,
and put the sced inte the ground, and
the result from all that will be due to
the borrowing policy.

Mr. Underwood:
potato blight?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
forgot the dclicate remarks of my friend
opposite with regard to the potato blight;
T really forget what he did say, but T
wish to remark that he rather struck a
chord, or a diseord, I might say. What-
ever may be said about it, potato blight is
a serious subjeet, and I venture fo think
fhat he is the first member to accuse Lhe
Government of remissness. If the Gov-
enment had not taken prompt action to
protect 1the interests of Western Aus-
tralin as soon as it was known that this
blight existed——

Mr. Taxlor: Is there no blight here?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
cannot say, but there are indieations.
There are any amount of epportunifies
for potato growing, and I believe we are
still importing  between £60,000 anid
£70,000 worth into Western Australia
cach year, and if the hon. gentleman de-
sires, I can offer him any amount of
swamp country in my own electorate
whereon he ean produce potatoes, and

What about the

at the price they have heen selling
lately, T am surc he would earn
a ecompeteney in a few  years

There is a point to which I must refer
briefly and that is the aceusation that we
have starved the Edueation Departinent
during onr term of administration; and
fhat we have not given proper facilities,
«u that the £170,000 which we expend an-
nually in eonneetion with the department
is not utilised to the fullest extent. Tn
that respeci the Leader of the Opposition
said we were expending all this money
and really wasting it; hecause, he said,
children over 14 vears of awe had no
means of continuing their education. T
want to point out at onee that this is a
gross exagperation of the position; that
children of 14 years of age are not tnrned
adrift from onr schaols, that there is no
limit practicallv to the period of their
education, that they can continue longer
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if they wish, that we have made a distinet
advanece in ihe education of the Siate,
that we have established eentral schools
in the metropolitan distriets and on the
goldfields in ovder that children may
have the faeilities of practically enjoying
a continuation of education, and that we
are now building a secondary school in
West Perth which will be directly berween
the primary sehools and what I hope will
some day he established in our widst,
namely, a university. The system has
been pushed forward as fast as possible
with the means at our disposal. And the
very fact that we are paying more per
¢hild for the education system in West-
ern Australia—although of course that is
accounted for by the vastness of our
territory and the greater number of
smaller schocle—shows that we ave not
starving this department and that we are
doing all that can be expected in the divee-
tion indicated. In 1905, when my friends
of the Opposition were in possession of
these beuches, there were fewer than 300
schools in existence. In that year for
the first fime we reached 300 schools.
Four years later we have 425 scheols
opened, or an increase of 123 schools, not-
withstanding the depression that has ex-
isted in this State. Is that a bad record
for a State sneh as ours with a handful
of people, with huge distances, sparsely
populated centres, and with schools ac-
commodating perhaps 10, 12, and 15
children? One hundred and twenty-five
new schools opened in four years, and we
are acensed of negleeting to give eduea-
tional faeilities to our people.

Mr. Collier: The accusation was only
n regard to salaries,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member said we had neglected pro-
vigion of eduneational facilities. He was
referving not only to salaries but to the
continuation of edueation. He said the
money was heing thrown away,

Aly. Hudson: He did not say you had
not increased the number of sechools.

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: No,
1 know that.

Mr. Hudson: Well, what is the use of
vour argument?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
cannot give the hon. member braing to
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appreeiate an argument; I ean only point
out that the Leader of the Opposition did
accuse the Government of not providing
proper facilities, and of wasiing the
£170.000 that this department eosts the
Starte each vear. because the eontinuation
facilities were not given. 1 have poinied
oui that we have not only increased the
facilities generally, hut have also given
the continuation facilities that he ecom-
plained were noi in exisience. Can a
man do more than that to prove his argu-
ment?  In addition T want to say we have
exerci~ed every economy in this depart-
meni: and notwithstanding the enormuus
growth In the number of schools our ex-
penditure has only increased by £20,000
during the four vears under yeview, dur-
ing which period we have increased our
sehools by rather hetter than one-third.
T think it must be acknowledged that we
have done good work in this direction.
Now to deal with the question of teachers’
inecrements. What are the faets in regard
to those ineremenis? We did not rednce
any salaries: we never have reduced any
salaries. Tt is true that in common with
the whole of the civil service of this State,
the feachers had to forego their inereases.
Bnt why should the teachers be treated
differently from the members of any other
braneh of the serviee in Western Aus-
tralia?

Mr. Walker: All their inerements were
due. and in stopping them vou were
wrong,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
they were due, but I maintain we were
right. This House. or a majority of it,
thought we were right, and T believe the
people at large thought we were right
also. The civil servants themselves ac-
knowledeed that they must aceept some of
the burden. Now let me point out that
so fir as the charge is enncerned of the
TLeader of the Opposition in regard to
these particular publie servanis, they are
bhetter treated than are any of the oiher
bravehes of the eivil service. Because
the teachers were not prevented from re-
eeivinge such inerements as thev earned by
qualifyin® themselves for higher posi-
tionz. and there are no teachers to-day
whe are not receiving the minimwm salary
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of their respective positions—not one of
them. Wherever a teacher last year
passed an examination which qualified
him or her for a better positien, he or
she gol the salary pertaining to that
higher grade. In providing these in-
creases, £1,300 or £1,400 were expended,
while the total amount of increases re-
fused amounted to ahout £1,600 in all
that great department. Those who did
not receive their inerements would have
received them if they bad passed their ex-
aminations to qualify them for a higher
grade.  Where, then, is the injustige?
Tt was the unqualilied feachers unable to
pass their examinations and get into a
higher grade who suffeved.

Mr. Bath: Yes, and for ihe most part
they were stuek away in the back coun-
iry where they had no tacilities for study.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ob
ves they had. How can they have the
facilities for teaching if they have not the
facilities for study? They can bave the
books sent to them, together with the ex-
amination papers, and can correspond
with the officials of the department, and
so can improve and qualify themselves
te pass the examination. T think every
facility is given that can be given under
the cireemstances in which they are placed
for our teachers to educale themselves.

Mpr. Bath: Yes, it is just as easy as
drinking a glass ul ehampagne.

Mr. Hudson: Was the passing of an
examination a condition preecedent to the
receiving of the inerement?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ne,
not in every ease.

Mr. Hudson: Well what is the use of
attempting to mislead ue?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T
can only repeat that the teachers of our
Edueation Department are as well off
and, in many eases, betler off than those
in any of the other States of the Common-
wealth. T have previously given the fig-
nres to show that they are beiter paid—
alihough In many ecases T would like to
see them vreceiving higher salaries, yet
as o matier of faet they ave better paid
than those of anv nther State of the Com-
monwealth. and hetter treated than the
members of anv  other branch of the
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civil service in this State. So mueh in
regard to the increments to teachers, which
have been stopped. It is not a pleasing
duty for any Governmeni Lo say te any-
one, “Yon shall not have an inerease this
vear'”; and we reeognise that an inere-
menl stopped one year is for ever lost,
Still, I submit tor the eonsideration of
hon. members whether it is not hetler
to say to a man who has not reccived an
advance, “We cannot give you an advance
this year” thau to say perhaps to a num-
her of athers, “We must reduce you by 5
per, cent or 10 per cent.” 1t is much het-
ter. T have often had experience of hard
times in the old country with numbers
of emplovees, and on every oeeasion {heir
anxiety has been to maintain their posi-
tions at the existing standard through
the hard times, rather than have a number
of their fellows reduced or retrenched.
Mr. Angwin: Is it better to tell a man
of low salary that you are not going to
give him an increase or to tell a man of
high saiary that he ean have an inerease?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
all depends upon what the member deems
a high salary. It is not so much a hard-
ship for a man not to receive what he has
omly heen expeeting to receive as it is
to take away from him something he has
heen acecustoined fo having.

Mr. Swan: You think that by starving
him you will get him used to it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
a married man with a family, on say £300
a year has to suffer a 10 per cent. vedue-
tion, he will find it very hiard indeed; but
if it 1= merely a case of his net gelting
an increase of £30 on that £300, he will
find it ng ereat diffienley to go on this
vear as he went last year. There
appears fo me fo he no answer to the
argument. 1 need hardly remind hon.
members that althoneh we have heen
charged with sfopping these inerements.
it was left to this Government to carry
out a promise given by the Leake Adwmini-
stration in rvegard to retrospective incren-
ses. We had to find several thonsaunds
of pounds in order to make gond the
promise of the Leake Administration,
whieh had been ignored hoth by the James
and  the  Nadlish Administrations.
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That does not show that in the members
af  the present Government the eivil
servanis have those who are unsympatli-
etic with them, who wish to deal unfairly
by them, who are the opponents of the
eivil servants and wish to erash tlren.
We want to do what is fair. At the
same time we expect that they shall wil-
lingly aceept a fair share of the hurden
which has fallen upon everyone through-
vut the State. Now let me say in con-
clusion that the ery in regard to the hospi-
{als is one which seems to me to bhe with-
out any strong measure of support: in
faet T am sorry to think that it has been
raised more for party purposes than in
any desire to set the Government on the
right track according to the views of
Lon. members.

My, Walker: It 3s impossible to set
you on the right irack,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
think that we are on the right track, and
that we do not require to he put there,
Everyone has complained about the cost
of onr Medical Department. Time after
time it has been attacked by members op-
posile as heing extravagant.

Mr. Bath: No.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
livery time the Fistimates ave on, if the
hon. member will tuarn uwp Hansard he
will see attacks on the extravagance
of the Medical Department; but now
directly the Minister in charge of that
department takes it in hand and suggests
something that is going to effect economy
without impairing efficiency we have a
liowl alt round, and the member far Cue
aefs up and talks with a ery of horror
abant puofting these hospitals under pro-
per husiness control, and savs we are not
doing it. T want to know how we are
woing to do it, if potting them under the
eontral of local boards will not do it.
Flow can we have a hospital 600 miles
from the head office properly and econ-
umically vun and controlled? TIs it not
apparent that a local hoard having the re-
«ponsihility for the finances as well as
the eontrol of the institution in other
ways will give that bnsiness eontrol which
the hon member desires. but which he
eviderntly does not see can he effected



[1 SepTEMEBER, 1909.]

in this direction? The hon. member be-
lieves in local control, but he dves not be-
lieve in loeal finaneial responsibility.
That is the very thing we have had o
combat for years, not only during our
adminisiration but during the adminis-
tration by the Labour Government, the
fact that we had these institutions, the
management of which was controlled by
boards who had no finaneial responsibil-
ity, but all they had to do was to send in
requisitions lo (he Government. There is
an instance in the Perih hospital, the cost
of which has inereased from £16,000 in
the previous year to €20,000 last yvear.

Mr. Bath: That was owing to the in-
crease in the cost of articles consumed.
That is shown in their report.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
portion of it was I believe; hut the same
thing oeccurs thronghout the State. and
the Premier pointed out several instaneces
that eame under his notice in outlying
hospitals. It shows at once that those
who have no financial responsibility are
nof going to move in the direction of
economy when they find that the provision
is more than is required for the centre.

Ar. Bath: You ask them to assume
finaneial responsihility, but you drain
their revenue from them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
we do not. we =ive them what i= ¢on-
sidered a fair allowanee for medieal at-
tendance and nurses, and for the main-
tenance of indigent patients,

AMr, Bath: Caleulated on what hasis?

The MINISTER WOR WORKS: Cal-
cilated on what has zone hefore in the
past year or two,

Mr. Walker: .And wive the Government
every chance to break Ffaith.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
do not know what the hon. member means.

Mr. Walker: The Minister will remem-
ber that T waited on him and drew his
attention to a breach of faith with the
Kanowna hospital.

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS :
What was the breach of faith?

Mr. Walker: The promise to pay a
certain subsidy, but the moment the Gov-
ernment found there was a credit in the
hank ot Kanowna they cut off three
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months’ sobsidy, True, they afterwards
admitted their mistake and paid some,
but not all, and theyv still owe on these
subsidies to lhe Kanowna hospital.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon, member is aware that the hospital
is only there to expend the money neces-
sary to treat the patients that come to it.
Tf the hospital to which the hon. member
refers has any credit surely he does not
propose that the Government rhould wo
on paving subsidies to an institution with
funds to ils eredit, [ undewrstood the
hon, member to say that he had had a
satisfactory setflement of the dispute, or
that he was satisfied with the comprom-
ise that had been effected.

Mr. Walker: It was a case of com-
promise tather than get nothing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
Whether that he =o or not, I submit,
with all due deference, that one swallow
does not make a summer, that one mis-
take, if it be a mistake, which I do
not admit. is not maing to effest
the prineiple, namely, that the hos-
pital will be hetter managed under a
local enmmittee of management with a
fixed allowanee. knowine that it has the
finnneial responsihility. than if it be
manazed from the head office in Perth.

Alr. O'Lorhlen: Shanld not the hospi-
tal eommittce make provision for an epi-
demie. and have some funds in hand?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: XNot
necessarily. No hospital rvequires (o Lave
much -money on hand.  If an epidemie
oceurs they come down on the Govern-
ment and the boards of health. In fact
the Act provides that they shall. All I
want to point out is that the Govermuent
are makine a fair attempt to economise in
a leritimate direclion, and that they are
making a wise attempt, in my opinion,
to place the management of these insti-
tutions under the eontrol of loeal hodies,
as they arve managed in the other States
of the Commonwealth suceessfully and
economically; alsn that they are placing
the onus on the local managing boards
to enforce the pavment of fees from pati-
ents who use the hospitals and can afford
to make pavments: and T do not think
that anyone can take offence at that atti-



138

tude of the Government. Rather than
condemunation the Government shonld re-
ceive commendation at the hands of our
critics in that respect. The ery for econ-
omy pgoes round the State. Wherever
hon. members go and addrvess their elec-
tors or other meetings they talk economy.
The Leader of the Opposition is always
talking economy. Yet directly the effort
is made in one direction we have whole-
sale condemnation.

Mr, Angwin: It is not eeonomy; it is
only another method of raising money:

just removing the responsibility to an-
other man.

The MINISTER IPOR WORKS: Tt
is nuthing but the business control the
member for Cue advocated, which, as T
said at the outset, is going to effect econ-
omy without impairing efficieney, and
suvely the hon. member is in favour of
that?

My, Angwin: No; it is only raising the
money in another direction.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
submit in conclusion that the Governor's
Speech, which was vead at the opening
of this Parliament, contains briefly the
outline of a continuation of the progres-
sive policy whieh has characterised the
Administration sinee their ineeption. T
submit, with all due deference—

Mr. Holman: And humility.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And
with all humilily, I submit thai the efforts
of the Government have heen wisely
directed in the development of the natural
resources of the State with good effect.
1 submit, furiher, that the finances of the
State have been held with a firm hand
by every llinister controlling depart-
ments, that substantial economies have
been elfeeied in nearly every department,
and that the lean moneys that have been
raised have been wisely expended in the
best interests of the people generally. T
eannot say more than thal. Of course
if other members hiad heen in our posi-
tions I have no doubt the Leader of the
Opposition would have put the break on
and eried “mark time” once more. I am
thankful that the wisdom of a united peo-
ple has decided that he shall remain
where he is, as Leader of the Opposition,

“eredit of the State is econcerned.
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in order thai he may bring forth from
lime to time these harinless eriticisms, so
far as we are concerned, and, I venture
to think, unwise deduections, so far as the
I hope
he will iake a more optimistic view of the
future of this great country; that he will
realise there are unbounded resources,
and that the matter of a small deficit,
increasing perhaps rather unduly at the
present time, is not one for alarm, and
that with the vecurrence of the good
seasons, n plentiful rainfall, and the large
export of wheat, which is bound to fol-
low, he may take heart and that the land
whicli he himself has taken up will bring
him that measure of prosperity and
wealth whieh I think is going to come to
all those who have the faith and confi-
dence to invest in the veal estate of this
portion of the Commonwealth.

On motion by Mr. Holman, debate ad-
journed.

BILL —BILLS OF SALB
AMENDMENT.
Received from the Legislative Couneil,
and read a first time.

ACT

House adjourned at 10.13 pom.

Legislative Hssembly,
Thurs&ay, 2nd September, 1909.
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